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Health  Department. 

Hetton  House. 

Hetton -le-Hole 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

0 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  Conditions  and  Vital  Statistics  for  Hetton  Urban  District  therewith 
being  the  report  of  your  Senior  Sanitary  inspector. 

General  conditions  in  the  area  during  the  year  can  be  regarded  as 
being  satisfactory.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Brickgarth  Re-development 
Scheme  was  well  advanced,  having  done  away  with  one  of  the  black 
-spots  in  the  area  and  the  first  post  war  clearance  area  (Shaws  Row)  was 
declared  by  the  Council.  A public  inquiry  was  held  on  this  area  and  whilst 
the  results  of  the  Minister’s  decision  thereon  were  not  known  until  the 
beginning  of  1955.  it  was  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Inspector  concerned 
with  the  inquiry  confirmed  the  Council’s  decision. 

I gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  all  members  of  the  Council 
and  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  which  was  always  so  readily  granted 
whenever  required. 


1 am. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

LILIAN  A.  M.  JOHNSTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

of  Hetton  Urban  District  Council. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

— 


The  Staff  consists  of:  — 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH.  Whole  time  conjoint 
appointment  (see  below).  Degrees  of  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.  (St.  Andrews). 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  Whole  time.  Holds  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Certificate  for  the 
Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  Also  acts  as  Factory 
and  Workshops  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  the  Shops  Act. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  Whole  time.  Holds  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

SURVEYOR  AND  ENGINEER.  Whole  time.  Holds  Testamur  of 
the  Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Houghton-le-Spring  and  Washington  Urban  Districts,  and 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  Area  No.  5. 


Other  Health  Services. 


The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act. 


Ambulance 
Home  Nursing 
Vaccination 
Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria 


Domestic  Helps 

Health  Visitors 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity 

School  Medical 

Welfare  of  the  Blind 


The  County  Council  are  also  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  Part  III  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  1948. 


FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTORS.  Are  also  appointed  by  and 
work  under  the  direction  of  the  Countv  Council. 


o 


VETERINARY  INSPECTORS.  Are  fully  qualified  men  appointed 
by  and  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture — being  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine 
examination  of  the  cow  population  throughout  the  County  in 
order  to  maintain  and  raise  the  standard  of  the  health  of 
said  cows. 




Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  in  acres — 4,527  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population — 18,410  mid  1954. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954)  according  to  Rate  Books — 6.041. 
Rateable  Value — £72.088. 

Siim  represented  by  a penny  rate — £259. 

— — — 

Vital  Statistics 


Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during  1954  was  316 
as  compared  with  289  for  1953. 

Sex  and  legitimacy  classification  are  shown  thus : 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  ( Legitimate  304  166  138  / Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Births  ( Illegitimate  6 1 5 ' estimated  population  17.16 

The  Registrar-General  states  the  Birth  Rate  per  1.000 
population  in  England  and  Wales  (live  births)  was  15.2  for  1954. 

Still  Births — During  1954  there  were  7 still  births  in  the  district. 

Total  Male  Female 

-Still  J Legitimate  6 1 5 / giving  a Rate  of  21.67  per  1.000 

Births  ) Illegitimate  1 1 — J total  (live  and  still  births)  births 

There  is  a still  birth  rate  per  1.000  population  of  0.37  in 
the  district. 
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Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  Registrar-General  reports  that  after  correction  for  outward 
and  inward  transfers,  229  residents  in  the  Hetton  Urban  District  died, 
being  117  males  and  112  females. 

The  death  rate,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers  and  including  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  was 
12.4  the  population  being  estimated  at  18.410. 

In  order  to  compare  the  death  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General’s  figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability  factor  of 
1.23  giving  a death  rate  of  Hetton  Urban  District  of  15.28  compared 
with  1 1.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Locally  compiled  and  correct  figures  are  as  follows:  — 

During  1954  there  were  169  deaths  registered  as  having 
occurred  within  the  district,  being  88  males  and  81  females.  Of  these 
3 males  and  2 females  did  not  normally  reside  in  the  area,  therefore 
85  males  and  79  females  having  their  permanent  residence  within 
the  district  died  therein.  32  males  and  33  females  whose  permanent 
residence  was  within  the  area  died  outside  it.  The  total  number  of 
deaths,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and  inward  transfers  is 
229  being  117  males  and  112  females. 

Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years  (corrected  locally) 

During  1954.  14  children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years. 

Therefore  6.14  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  was  of  deaths  of 

children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  following  table  shows:  — 

1.  (a)  males,  (b)  females,  (c)  total  births,  (d)  rate  per  1.000, 

2.  (a)  males,  (b)  females,  (c)  total  deaths.  ( d)  rate  per  1.000 

3.  Total  increase  of  population. 

BIRTHS  DEATHS 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per 

1000 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per 
1000 

Total 

Increase 

1945 

201 

176 

377 

20.65 

107 

85 

192 

10.52 

185 

1946 

176 

189 

365 

19.24 

101 

93 

194 

10.22 

171 

1947 

229 

207 

436 

23.04 

120 

101 

221 

11.68 

215 

1948 

172 

183 

355 

19.02 

121 

86 

207 

11.09 

148 

1949 

180 

158 

338 

17.95 

116 

97 

213 

11.31 

125 

1950 

158 

173 

331 

17.71 

137 

111 

248 

13.27 

83 

1951 

147 

167 

314 

17.08 

139 

117 

256 

12.84 

58 

1952 

165 

138 

303 

16.53 

113 

100 

213 

11.62 

90' 

1 953 

137 

152 

289 

15.7 

114 

105 

219 

11.9 

70 

1954 

167 

143 

316 

21.67 

118 

110 

228 

12.3 

88 

Deaths  in  institutions 


Of  the  65  residents  who  died  outside  the  district,  3 died  in 
private  houses. 


Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  19 

General  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  ...  22 

Maternity  Hospital,  Chester  Road,  Sunderland  ...  4 

Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  ...  1 

Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  ...  3 

General  Hospital,  Ryhope  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Leeholme,  Easington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thorpe  Maternity  Hospital,  Easington  ...  ...  2 

Shotley  Bridge  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

169,  Harton  Lane,  South  Shields  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  1 

Percy  House,  Nevilles  Cross  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

There  were  no  deaths  among  women  from  puerperal  sepsis. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  from 
Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

14  children  died  during  1954  before  attaining  the  age  of  one 
year,  being  8 legitimate  males,  and  6 legitimate  females. 

During  1953,  7 children  died  during  this  age  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  according  to  the  total  number  of  live  births  and  legitimacy 
for  the  years. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 
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Legitimate  Infants  Illegitimate  infants 
All  Infants  per  per  1,000  legitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate 


live  births 

live  births 

live  births 

45.09 

41.09 

166.66 

38.35 

40.34 

— 

36.69 

35.29 

— 

50.7 

46.65 

90.90 

35.5 

36.25 

166.66 

48.3 

50.16 

— 

38.22 

39.09 

— 

33.0 

33.67 

— 

24.2 

25.08 

— 

44.3 

45.16 

— 

The  death  rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000 
live  births  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  ending  1954  was  25.5- 

For  the  purpose  of  these  and  the  following  statistics  the 
population  of  the  various  wards  has  been  taken  as  follows:  — 


Easington  Lane  ... 

...  5,523 

Hetton 

...  4.016 

Hetton  Downs 

...  5.762 

Rainton  and  Moorsley  .. 

...  1.999 

18.410 

The  ratio  of  infantile  deaths  per  1,000  population  is:  — 


Easington  Lane 

...  1.07 

Hetton 

...  0.89 

Hetton  Downs 

...  0.52 

Rainton  and  Moorsley  ... 

...  1.5 

Of  the  14  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age  the  cause 
of  death  was  in  8 cases  due  to  prematurity,  giving  a percentage  of 
57.1  due  to  this  cause.  3 or  21.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  under 
one  year  were  due  to  pneumonia. 

Since  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  in  the 
district  was  228.  6.14  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  children 
under  the  age  of  one  year.  Of  these  under  one  year  of  age  57.1 
per  cent,  were  under  one  week. 

Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year 
of  age : — 


Nett  Live  Births — Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Correct  as  per 
Registrar  General 

| 166 

138 

1 

5 

Nett  Deaths 

8 

6 



During  1954  there  were  201  deaths  certified  by  registered 
medical  practitioners,  7 by  the  Coroner  after  inquest  (without 
post  mortem),  3 by  the  Coroner  after  post  mortem  without  inquest,, 
9 by  the  Coroner  after  post  mortem  and  inquest,  and  9 uncertified. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  (at  all  ages  and  corrected)  in  the  various 
wards  is  shown  in  the  following  two  tables,  the  first  showing  the 
number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  each  ward  (and  in  the  district) 
during  each  of  the  four  quarters,  i.e..  Seasonal  Incidence;  and  the 
second  showing  the  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  in  the  various  wards. 


Table  I. 

Seasonal 

Incidence. 

Ward 

1st  Qtr. 

2nd  Qtr. 

3rd  Qtr. 

4th  Qtr. 

Total 

Easington  Lane 

19 

11 

9 

14 

53 

Ffetton 

14 

20 

20 

19 

73 

FFetton  Downs 

26 

22 

10 

19 

77 

Rainton  and 

Moorsley 

4 

7 

4 

11 

26 

Totals 

63 

60 

43 

63 

229 

10 


Table  II.  Age  Incidence. 


Ward 

Under 

1-2  years 

2-5  years 

1 year 

5-15  years 

15-25  years 

25-45  years 

45-65  years 

65-75  years 

75  years 

and  over 

Total 

Easington  Lane 

6 

. 

-V 

2 

10 

17 

18 

53 

Hetton 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

7 

16 

18 

27 

73 

Hetton  Downs... 

3 

— 

5 

18 

22 

29 

77 

Rainton  and 
Moorsley 

3 

— 

| 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 

8 

26 

Total 

14 

1 



1 

2 

15 

50 

64 

82 

229 

There  were  no  deaths  from  “ infantile  ” diarrhoea  (under 
2 years  of  age),  giving  a death  rate  of  0.00  per  1 .000  live  births. 


Comparative  Table:  — 


No. 

of  Deaths  in  Hetton  Urban  District 

Population — 1 8,41 0 

Year 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

. 

Diarrhoea 
under  2 years 

Total 

1945 

192 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

8 

1946 

194 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1947 

221 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

1948 

207 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1949 

213 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 - 

1950 

248 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1951 

256 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

8 

1952 

213 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1953 

219 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1954 

229 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Hetton  Urban  District  during  1954 


Causes  of  Death 


Male 


All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

3.6.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


2 

1 


5 


7 

1 

3! 

14 

V 

15 


2 

16 

1 

1 

1 


8 

1 

1 


Female 

112 

1 

1 

1 


7 

1 

6 

9 

1 

25 

7 

2 

20 

1 


10 

7 

1 

t 

i 

7 


2 

9 

2 

1 
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Causes  of  Death 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  pulmonary  tubeiculosis  and  1 from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1954  being  equivalent  to  a death 
rate  per  1,000  population,  of  .16  from  the  pulmonary  form  and 
from  the  non-pulmonary. 


Comparative  Table: 


Yeai 

No.  of  Deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate  per  1.000 
population  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population  from  Pulmonary  f 
Tuberculosis 

Hetton  Urban  District 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
England  and  Wales 

'/2 

t||G 
« * H J 

d £ „ 

r-S  _ C ; 

-t— ■ rr< 

H Cti  ^ C 

£ & 3 

1945 

6 

.519 

.32 

1 

.100 

.05 

1946 

13 

not  available 

.68 

1 

not  available 

.05 

1947 

1 1 

.470 

.58 

3 

.079 

.15 

1948 

7 

.440 

.38 

1 

.067 

.05 

1949 

5 

.403 

.27 

0 

.054 

.00 

1950 

4 

.321 

.21 

1 

.043 

.05 

1951 

4 

.275 

.21 

2 

.041 

.11 

1952 

7 

.212 

.38 

1 

.028 

.05 

1953 

2 

.179 

.10 

1 

.022 

.05 

1954 

3 

.160 

.16 

1 

.019 

.05 

(b)  Heat  Disease. 

Heart  Disease  being  inclusive  of  Coronary  Disease,  Angina. 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease,  and  Other  Heart  Diseases, 
accounted  for  60  deaths,  being  31  males  and  29  females.  This  is 
equivalent  to  26.2  of  the  total  deaths  and  a mortality  rate  of  3.2 
per  1,000  population. 

(c)  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

In  addition  to  the  above  deaths  a further  56  being  31  males 
and  25  females  were  due  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
the  majority  being  due  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  these  two  groups  is  still  steadily 
increasing,  the  two  groups  accounting  for  the  deaths  of  116  being 
62  males  and  54  females  as  against  a total  of  77  persons  in  1951. 
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Coronary  Disease,  Angina,  Hypertension 
with  Heart  Disease,  and  Other  Heart 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Diseases 

31 

29 

60 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

31 

25 

56 

62 

54 

. 116 

This  is  equivalent  (taking  the  two  groups  together)  to  50.6  per 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths  and  a Mortality  rate  of  6.2  per  1.000 
population. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Perrentage  Totals, 


Year 

Total  Deaths 
All  Causes 

Deaths  due  to 
VLNS  & CDA 

population 

All  Causes  VLNS  & CDA 

Deaths  due  to 
VLNS  & CDA 

1951 

253 

82 

12.84 

4.46 

32.4 

1952 

213 

73 

11.62 

3.98 

34.2 

1953 

219 

83 

11.9 

4.51 

37.9 

1954 

129 

116 

12.4 

6.2 

50.6 

(NOTE.— VLNS 

: Vascular 

Lesions 

of  Nervous 

System;  and 

CDA:  Coronary  Disease,  Angina,  Hypertension  with 
Heart  Disease,  and  other  Heart  Diseases.) 


(d)  Cancer. 

39  deaths — being  16  males  and  23  females,  were  due  to  cancer. 
This  is  equivalent  to  17.03  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  or  a 
mortality  rate  of  2.11  per  1,000  population. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer 
in  the  Hetton  Urban  District  and  the  mortality  rate  from  this  disease 
in  the  years  1945-1954. 


Number  of  Deaths 

Mortality  Rate 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

per  1,000  pop. 

1945 

15 

18 

33 

1.80 

1946 

13 

9 

2? 

1.15 

1947 

17 

11 

28 

1.47 

1948 

15 

19 

34 

1.82 

1949 

26 

13 

39 

2.07 

1950 

17 

10 

27 

1.44 

1951 

13 

14 

27 

1.41 

1952 

17 

12 

29 

1.58 

1953 

21 

18 

39 

2.12 

1954 

16 

23 

39 

2.1  1 
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Fear  of  operation  and  even  a horror  of  diagnosis  of  cancer 
prevents  a number  of  people  from  seeking  medical  advice  early  in 
the  disease.  Yet  the  efficacy  of  treatment,  if  given  early,  is  steadily 
increasing.  If  all  with  any  abnormality  of  health  or  unexplained 
swellings,  particularly  after  the  age  of  45,  would  seek  advice  early 
many  lives  could  be  saved  and  much  suffering  avoided. 

Treatment  by  radium  is  available  at  Sunderland  Royal 
Infirmary  whilst  the  larger  clinic  for  the  North  of  England  is  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

Locally  compiled  figures  which  are  arrived  at  without  having 
all  the  information  which  the  Registrar  possesses  are  39  deaths, 
being  16  males  and  23  females. 

The  following  shows  the  sites  of  lesion,  sex  and  age 
distribution  of  those  who  have  died  during  1954  from  cancer  as 
compiled  from  local  returns. 


Site 

Males — Ages 

Females — Ages 

Colon 

...  74, 

81 

66, 

79. 

74 

Stomach  ... 

...  50, 

64.  52,  60 

67, 

73, 

91,  69,  78,  72 

Skin 

87 

Uterus 

42, 

63. 

42.  75 

Maxilla 

...  43 

Rectum 

72 

Bronchus,  lungs  ... 

...  73. 

65,  53.  68.  60.  74 

44 

Cervix 

42, 

49 

Pancreas  ... 

...  57 

Bladder 

...  52 

Venticuli  ... 

58 

Breast 

76 

Neck 

70 

Liver 

...  65 

76 

Tongue 

... 

84 

15 


GeneraE  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 



Ambulance  Facilities 

The  National  Coal  Board  continued  to  maintain  their  own 
ambulances  to  deal  with  accidents  in  the  mines. 

Other  cases  of  accident  or  illness  have  been  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  and  the  headquarters  for  this  ambulance  region  of  the 
County — covering  Hetton-le-Hole,  Houghton-le-Spring,  West  Rainton 
and  the  part  of  Sunderland  Rural  District  south  of  the  Wear — were 
placed  at  the  Ambulance  Station  at  Herrington  Burn.  Despite  minor 
initial  difficulties  the  Service  has  worked  smoothly.  One  of  the  major 
difficulties  has  been  the  gross  deterioration  of  many  of  the  vehicles 
which  the  County  took  over  and  which  from  the  beginning  were 
unroadworthy  and  entirely  incapable  of  being  made  so  at  anything 
like  a reasonable  cost,  thus  reducing  the  number  available  throughout 
the  County  considerably  below  that  originally  anticipated  and  throw- 
ing more  work  on  those  which  could  be  used.  A number  of  new 
vehicles  have  been  added  to  the  fleet  and  whilst  the  number  of 
patients  carried  and  the  mileage  covered  has  increased  considerably 
every  month,  the  increase  has  largely  been  on  the  number  of  sitting 
cases,  quite  a number  of  whom  could,  and  previously  did,  travel  by 
ordinary  conveyance,  and  there  are  occasional  gross  abuses  of  the 
Service  which  are  difficult  to  prevent. 

Vaccination 

Since  July,  1948,  Vaccination  has  no  longer  been  compulsory 
and  doubtless  this  has  led  to  a much  smaller  number  of  children 
being  vaccinated. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  and 
figures  available  for  the  year  1954. 
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The  number  as  shown  amount  to  a very  small  proportion  of 
the  annual  births  in  the  district,  and  one  cannot  but  view  with  great 
anxiety  the  position  which  would  arise  should  an  epidemic  of 
smallpox  occur,  a possibility  which  cannot  be  overlooked  in  view 
of  the  rapidity  and  frequency  of  use  of  air  travel  from  the  Easi. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 
Figures  are  available  to  show  the  number  of  children  whose- 
immunisation  was  reported  during  1954  by  the  doctors  performing 
the  treatment. 

PRIMARY  INJECTIONS  RE-INFORCING  INJECTIONS 


c/3  y: 


Quarter 

Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

5-9  years 

10-15  year 

Total 

Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

. 

4 years 

5-9  years 

10-15  year 

Total 

1st 

7 

17 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

27 

— — 

— 

- — 

4 

1 1 

1 

16 

2nd 

29 

15 

3 

2 

3 

1 

— 

53 

— — 

— - 

— 

6 

8 

2 

16 

3rd 

7 

10 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

19 

— — 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

8 

4th 

14 

14 

5 

4 

— 

6 

— 

43 

— — 

— 

— 

8 

10 

3 

21 

Totals  57 

56 

10 

7 

4 

8 

— 

142 

— - — 

— — 

— 

24 

31 

6 

61 

It  cannot  be  sufficiently  emphasised  that  to  be  efficient  in 
preventing  Diphtheria  becoming  epidemic  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  the 
child  population  under  15  years  of  age  should  be  immunised.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  general  propaganda  throughout  the  country 
during  and  since  the  last  war  has  resulted  in  a much  higher  propor- 
tion of  the  children  being  treated  and  this  has  been  followed  by  an 
immense  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  per  year 
and  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  deaths  therefrom. 

Experience  has  shown  the  vital  importance  of  re-inforcing 
immunisation  (sometimes  called  “ Booster  ” doses).  If  a child  is 
treated  between  the  age  of  6-12  months,  as  all  children  should  be. 
then  it  is  most  desirable  that  it  should  have  a booster  about  five 
years  later.  It  will,  indeed,  be  tragic  if  parents  are  lulled  into  a 
sense  of  security  because  the  incidence  and  seriousness  of  this 
disease  has  diminished  during  the  past  ten  years  and  therefore  neglect 
to  have  their  children  treated. 


! understand  that  the  Local  Health  Authority  (County  Council) 
send  birthday  card  reminders  to  children  when  they  attain  the  age 
of  one  year  but  I feel  that  there  is  room  for  much  vigorous 
propaganda,  particularly  as  the  proportion  of  immunised  children 
is  so  much  lower  than  the  desired  minimum. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  is  now  available  to  all  who  are  in  need  and  the  Nurses 
who  served  in  this  area  so  loyally  in  the  employment  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association  have  continued  in  their  work. 

Maternity  and  Midwifery 

The  Nurses  formerly  employed  by  the  County  Council  for  this 
work  are  continuing  with  same,  although,  perhaps,  more  frequently 
as  Maternity  nurses  than  Midwives  than  formerly,  since  these  services 
and  that  of  the  medical  practitioners  is  now  free.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  that  there  should  be  local  panels, 
of  medical  practitioners  with  special  experience  in  midwifery  who 
should  do  this  work. 

M aterni  ty  and  Child  Wei  fa  re  Centres 

As  formerly  these  continue  to  be  administered  by  the  County 
Council,  the  centre  remaining  at  Helton. 

School  Medical  Clinics 

These  are  as  formerly  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council, 
the  children  from  Hetton  Urban  District  attending  the  clinic  in 
Houghton-le-Spring. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics 

These  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 

Board. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics 

These  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 

Board 

Demesfi  c Helps 

Women  who  are  suitable  and  willing  are  employed  by  the 
County  Council  as  Home  Helps  who  are  sent  out  to  give  domestic 
assistance  when  a request  for  same  is  made  and  proved  to  be 
necessary  in  the  event  of  illness  of  the  housewife  or  frailty  of  the 
aged.  Charge  for  this  assistance  is  based  on  income  and.  if  necessary, 
may  be  free.  Requests  for  such  assistance  may  be  made  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  either  direct  or  through  the  local  Health 
Department. 

This  service  has  undoubtedly  proved  to  be  a great  boon 
to  many. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases 



During  the  year  1954,  some  87  cases  of  infectious  diseases, 
including  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified  as  occurring  in 
the  district.  This  shows  a decrease  on  the  figure  for  1953 — which 
was  444.  There  were  5 cases  of  measles  and  27  cases  of  whooping 
cough,  as  compared  with  262  measles  and  81  whooping  cough  in  1953. 

Scarlet-  Fever 

There  were  7 cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  district  compared 
with  15  in  1953.  Of  these  2 were  isolated  in  hospital. 

The  case  incidence  for  the  district  is  0.38  per  1,000  population. 

No  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified. 

Diphtheria 

There  was  one  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  during  1954 
as  compared  with  no  cases  in  1953.  Anti-toxin  is  available  during 
office  hours  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  Hetton  House. 
Hetton-le-Hole. 

The  case  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  was  0.054. 

f nfluenza 

There  was  a slight  epidemic  ol  influenza  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  fortunately  on  the  whole  of  a mild  character;  no  deaths 
were  certified  as  being  due  to  this  cause. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 

In  1954  there  were  5 cases  of  measles  and  27  cases  of 
whooping  cough  notified  as  against  262  measles  and  81  whooping 
cough  in  1953. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  measles  or 
whooping  cough. 

For  reasons  previously  explained  no  action  was  taken  in  the 
district  for  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  prevention  or  attenuation 
of  the  disease. 

There  is  definite  evidence  of  the  much  larger  number  of  cases 
in  the  last  3 and  first  3 months  of  any  year  and  of  the  tendency 
to  epidemics  occurring  in  two  yearly  cycles. 


Considerable  difficulty  is  encountered  in  the  control  of  the 
spread  of  measles  owing  to  its  great  infectivity  during  the  few  days 
preceding  the  rash  when  the  parents  of  the  children  think  the  patient 
is  only  suffering  from  a common  cold  and  infections  have  been 
spread  before  the  diagnosis  is  made. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  when  a child  is  suffering  from 
measles  it  should  be  isolated  so  far  as  practicable  from  other 
children  since  complications  may  occur  in  this  disease  which  are  of 
grave  import.  Also  parents  who  know  that  their  children,  who  have 
not  previously  suffered  from  measles,  have  been  in  contact  with  a 
case  should  watch  them  very  carefully  especially  during  the  third 
week  after  contact  and  isolate  them  if  they  should  show  symptoms, 
bleary  eyes,  “running”  nose,  and  cough,  until  it  is  certain  after 
about  four  days  time  by  the  absence  of  a rash  that  the  case  is  not 
one  of  measles. 

it  is  also  desirable  that  brothers  or  sisters  who  have  not 
previously  had  measles  should  be  kept  from  school  especially  during 
the  third  week  after  exposure  if  a case  of  measles  occurs  in  their  home. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  hospital  treatment  in  complicated  cases 
of  measles  or  whooping  cough  is  often  of  the  gieatest  value.  When 
accommodation  is  available  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  these  cases  can 
be  admitted.  - % 

Pmeumonia  and  Erysipelas 

The  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  showed  a decrease 
there  being  28  cases  notified  during  1954.  as  against  67  in  1953. 
2 cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  in  1954,  as  against  1 in  1953.  The 
case  rate  for  pneumonia  and  erysipelas  and  the  distribution  thereof 
is  shown  in  the  tables  hereafter. 

There  were  2 deaths  directly  due  to  pneumonia  and  some  in 
which  it  was  a contributory  cause. 

Irtfantrle  Paralysis 

During  the  year  1954,  2 cases  of  infantile  paralysis  were 
notified  in  the  area. 

School  Notification  of  Disease 

No  lresh  cases  of  any  notifiable  disease  were  notified  from 
the  schools. 
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Notifiable  Disease  during  the  year  1954 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis, 
as  notified  in  the  district  during  the  period  under  consideration,  the 
number  of  cases  which  received  treatment  in  hospital,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  from  such  infectious  diseases  is  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1954 


Diseases 

1 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

i 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

28 

2 

Erysipelas 

~) 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

— 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

5 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

— 

Para-typhoid  Fever  ... 



Totals  ... 

74 

7 

-» 

The  following  tabic  shows  the  following  important  facts,  viz.: 
the  age  incidence  of  the  cases  of  each  of  the  various  diseases  includ- 
ing all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  the  sex  and  age  incidence  of  cases  of 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  the  incidence  of 
each  disease  in  every  Ward 
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Prevention  of  Blindness 


Schemes  for  the  above  are  entirely  under  the  jurisdiction  ol 
the  County  Council. 


T ubercuiosis 


There  has  been  no  action  taken  during  1954  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating 
to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the 
milk  trade),  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis). 


New  Cases  of  Mortality  during  1954 

14  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  being  7 males  and  7 
females  were  notified  or  came  to  notice  during  the  year.  In  1953 
there  were  1 3 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  being  6 males  and 
7 females,  and  2 cases  of  non-pulmonary  forms  being  2 females. 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonary  cases  of  tuberculosis  noted  in  1954  according  to 
sex  and  wards. 


Ward 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Totals 

Hetton 

1 

3 





4 

Hetton  Downs  . . . 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Easington  Lane  ... 
Moorsley  and 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Rainton 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

7 

7 

— 

— 

14 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  age-periods  for  males 
and  females,  at  which  the  new  cases  were  notified  and  when  death 
occurred,  as  compiled  from  local  statistics. 
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A^e  Period 

New  Cases 

Dea 

ths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

■Under  1 year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 2 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 3 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 — 4 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 



10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

] 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



15- — 25  years  ... 

9 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



35 — 45  years  ... 

1 

i. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



45 — 65  years  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and  over 

i 

1 

' 

— 

— 



— 

Totals 

7 

7 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  notifications  of 
Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  according  to  sex  for 
the  years  1945-54  inclusive. 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Tuberculosis  Total 


Year 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

All  For 

1 945  . . . 

9 ... 

4 

...  13 

3 ... 

2 

5 

..  18 

1946  ... 

12  ... 

14 

...  26 

4 ... 

3 

...  7 . 

..  33 

1947  ... 

9 ... 

10 

...  19 

2 

w • • • 

5 

...  7 . 

..  26 

1948  ... 

7 ... 

9 

...  16 

2 

1 

-> 

a 

..  19 

1949  ... 

10  ... 

7 

...  17 

1 ... 

1 

2 

..  19 

1950  ... 

5 ... 

15 

...  20 

1 ... 

3 

4 . 

..  24 

1951  ... 

15  ... 

10 

...  25 

3 ... 

— 

3 . 

..  28 

1952  ... 

7 ... 

3 

...  10 

1 ... 

2 

3 . 

13 

1953  ... 

6 ... 

7 

...  13 

— 

2 

2 

..  15 

1954  ... 

Occupation 

7 ... 

7 

...  14 

..  14 

Of  those  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  2 were  house- 
wives, 3 miners,  1 retired  miner,  2 machinists,  I labourer,  2 of 
school  age,  and  3 occupation  unknown. 
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Notification  of  Tuberculosis 

This  seems  to  have  been  greatly  improved  within  the  past 
few  years.  Practitioners  realise  it  is  a duty  and  the  patients  or  friends: 
have  learnt  that  notification  is  actually  to  help  them  since  the  sooner 
the  County  authorities  know,  the  sooner  they  can  help  in  treatment. 

Examination  of  Sputa 

Sputa  specimens  are  examined  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Newcastle,  the  County  Council  paying  the  charge  therefor. 

Housing  and  Tuberculosis 

There  is  still  evidence  that  a number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
are  housed  in  poor  conditions  and  that  only  too  frequently  sufferers 
from  the  pulmonary  type  are  not  occupying  their  own  bedroom  or 
even  bed.  It  is  important  for  the  sake  of  all  the  other  inmates  of 
the  house  as  well  as  for  the  improvement  of  the  patient’s  condition 
that  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  provide  the  patient  with 
his  or  her  own  bed — unshared  by  any — better  still,  a room  solely 
for  the  use  of  the  patient.  I am  glad  to  know  that  the  Hetton 
Urban  District  Council  has  been  sympathetic  in  consideration  of 
such  families  who  are  applicants  for  Council  houses,  but  even  then 
much  remains  to  be  done  by  these  families  to  use  the  accommodation 
to  the  best  advantage. 

In  many  areas  of  the  country  a marked  increase  has  been 
noticed  in  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  children  comparing  the  years 
1938  and  1954,  but  the  reverse  is  the  position  here.  There  has  been 
an  explanation  of  the  increase  given  in  various  instances  ascribing  it 
to  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  conditions. 

In  Hetton  the  number  of  new  notifications  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  is  one  of  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  district.  Of 
the  new  cases  notified  only  one  was  under  20  years  of  age. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Supply 


During  the  year  under  review  there  was  little  change  in  the 
nature  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  Urban  Area,  although  increasing 
demands  provided  by  new  housing  sites,  the  modernisation  of 
existing  houses,  etc.,  appreciably  affected  the  consumption.  There 
were,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  approximately  5,500  dwelling  houses 
in  the  Urban  Area  and  all  were  supplied  direct  with  water,  this 
generally  being  from  four  sources  with  a wide  variation  in  its 
characteristics. 

(a)  The  whole  of  Hetton,  Peat  Carr,  Eppleton  and  Easington  Lane 
were  normally  supplied  with  water  obtained  from  Eppleton 
Colliery.  This  water,  being  pumped  from  a great  depth  is, 
generally,  as  supplied  from  the  source,  pure  and  very  hard. 
The  main  storage  reservoir  is  situated  at  Eppleton  Colliery 
and  when  the  wind  is  in  a certain  quarter  carbon  and  ash 
deposits  from  the  colliery  chimney  and  also  coal  dust 
occasionally  foul  the  reservoir,  making  the  flushing  of  mains 
a necessity  to  secure  a clean  supply.  A subsidiary  reservoir 
is  sited  at  Easington  Lane  which  has  an  adjacent  water  tower, 
this  being  necessary  to  obtain  head  to  supply  certain  high  lying 
parts  of  that  area.  Samples  of  this  water  are  taken  for  bac- 
teriological and  chemical  examination  by  the  Council’s  Water 
Engineer. 

(b)  The  Hetton  Housing  Site.  Peat  Carr  Estate,  and  Gargles  Estate, 
Easington  Lane,  are  now  normally  supplied  with  soft  water 
from  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company,  it 
being  found  necessary  to  use  this  supplementary  supply  in 
order  to  maintain  an  adequate  supply  to  all  consumers  in  the 
area.  At  peak  periods,  particularly  on  Sunday  mornings,  it 
has  been  found  impracticable  to  maintain  sufficient  pressure 
to  supply  this  water  to  the  higher  parts  of  Peat  Carr  Estate, 
and  this  has  been  remedied  by  turning  the  whole  of  this  Estate 
on  to  the  hard  local  water  at  week-ends. 


Samples  of  this  water  are  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
staff  for  bacteriological  examination  at  weekly  intervals  and 
chemical  examination  at  three  monthly  intervals. 


(c)  The  Moorsley  area  includes  an  increasing  number  of  Council 
houses  and  a good  number  of  existing  Colliery  houses  have 
also  been  modernised.  This  area  is  supplied  by  the  National 
Coal  Board  with  spring  water  which  is  collected  from  surface 
feeders  at  a reservoir  situated  at  Low  Moorslev  and  from  there 


gravitates  to  the  Hazard  Colliery  from  which  it  is  pumped  to 
a small  reservoir  at  High  Moorsley  to  obtain  head.  The  system 
is  a very  simple  one,  the  single  pipe  acting  as  a rising  main 
when  the  pump  is  working,  this  being  only  for  a comparatively 
short  period  each  day,  and  at  other  times  distribution  is  depen- 
dent upon  gravity.  The  altitude  of  the  storage  reservoir  how- 
ever, ensures  that  a good  pressure  is  available  throughout  the 
period. 


The  fact  that  this  water  is  collected  from  springs  at  surface 
level  makes  it  very  susceptible  to  contamination  and  it  is 
therefore  kept  under  constant  observation,  samples  being  taken 
by  the  Health  Department  Staff  at  weekly  intervals,  these  being 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  National  Coal 
Board’s  Scientific  Department  also  take  samples  and  variations 
in  purity  are  immediately  noted  and  rectified.  This  water 
supply  is  chlorinated  by  a simple  yet  effective  method  which 
operates  at  all  times. 


During  1954  the  supply  proved  to  be  consistently  pure 
and  wholesome,  very  slight  variation  being  noted  after  heavy 
rainfall,  the  main  and  reservoirs  are  well  maintained.  Sample's 
are  also  taken  by  the  Health  Department  for  chemical  analysis 
at  three  monthly  intervals. 


(d)  The  Rainton  Ward  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board’s  mains,  this  water  is  very  soft  and  is 
also  chlorinated.  It  has  been  found  in  recent  years  that  there 
has  been  increasing  tendency  for  the  higher  parts  of  the 
Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  East  Rainton  to  suffer  from  water 
shortage  owing  to  poor  pressure  and  various  methods  for 
overcoming  this  have  been  adopted  from  time  to  time.  During 
the  year  some  of  the  mains  which  were  found  to  be  restricted 
in  size  were  cleaned  out,  resulting  in  an  improvement  in  the 
supply. 


Samples  of  this  supply  are  taken  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment at  weekly  intervals  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  further  samples  being  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  at  three  monthly  intervals.  Whilst  slight  variations 
have  been  noticed  from  time  to  time  the  purity  of  the  water 
was  generally  satisfactory. 


In  addition  to  the  above  certain  outlying  groups  of 
buildings,  principally  isolated  farms,  obtain  their  water  from 
independent  supplies  maintained  by  the  National  Coal  Board. 
These  are  periodically  sampled  for  bacteriological  examination 
with  generally  satisfactory  results. 


The  widely  differing  characteristics  of  the  water  serving 
the  area  can  best  be  shown  by  the  table  hereunder  which  give:? 
results  of  typical  chemical  analysis  from  each  of  the  supplier 


Hetton 

U.D.C. 

N.C.B. 

Sunderland 

and 

South 

Shields 

Water 

Company 

Durham 

County 

Watef 

Board 

Parts  p e 

- Million 

Total  Solids  diied  at 

iw°  c 

1035 

581 

139 

72 

Chlorine  as  chlorides... 

56.8 

35.5 

16.0 

10.7 

Free  ammonia 

Trace 

0.02 

Trace 

0.02 

Albuminoid  ammonia  . 

None 

0.04 

Trace 

0.02 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  . . . 

5.4 

2.5 

0.1 

0.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4 
hours  at  80°  F.)  ... 

0.9 

0.3 

1.1 

2.2 

Total  Hardness 

630 

337 

59 

33 

Permanent  Hardness  . 

365 

142 

None 

13 

Temporary  Hardness  . 

265 

195 

59 

20 

Lead  and  Copper 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Iron 

0.12 

0.1 

Trace 

T race 

Appearance  and 

Colour 

Almost 
colourless 
and  clear 

Exceedingly 
pale  yellow 
and  clear 

Exceedingly 
pale  yellow 
and  clear 

Pale 
Yellow 
and  clear 

Smell  and  Taste 

Sat. 

Sat. 

Sat. 

Sat. 

Microscopical 
examination  of 
deposit 

Sat. 

Sat. 

Sat. 

Sat. 

pH  Value 

7 

7.8 

7.2 

6.9 

The  general  public  naturally  appreciate  the  characteristics  of 
the  soft  water,  the  local  water  being  so  hard  that  the  cleansing  of 
domestic  heating  systems  and  utensils  is  frequently  necessary.  The 
differing  characteristics  of  the  waters,  however,  does  provide  a 
problem  where  the  installation  of  plumbing  is  concerned,  as  the 
type  of  fitting  provided  should  of  necessity  depend  upon  the  water 
in  use.  and  this  in  some  cases  is  an  inconstant  factor.  The  use  of 
the  wrong  type  of  fitting  can  only  result  in  a restricted  life, 
necessitating  expensive  repairs  and  replacements. 


Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  are  dealt  with 
free  of  charge  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland,  and 
the  Health  Department  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Crone  for  his  ready 
co-operation  at  all  times.  129  samples  were  submitted  during 
1954,  3 of  these  being  substandard.  Samples  taken  for  chemical 
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analysis  are  examined  by  the  Council’s  Analyst.  W.  G.  Carey,  Esq. 
The  figures  quoted  above  do  not  include  samples  taken  by  the 
National  Coal  Board’s  Scientific  Department  from  those  portions 
of  the  supply  for  which  the  Board  is  responsible,  or  samples  taken 
from  the  Council’s  own  undertaking  by  the  Water  Department. 


Dramage  arid  Sewerage 


The  sewers  throughout  the  district,  with  one  exception,  drain 
to  the  Glebe  Sewage  Works  at  Rainton  Bridge  and  these  works, 
which  are  comparatively  modern  (they  were  built  in  1937)  continue 
to  function  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The  housing  develop- 
ments made  it  necessary  to  continue  the  laying  of  soil  and  surface 
water  sewers  on  the  housing  estates. 


The  routine  half-yearly  treatment  of  the  Sewage  Works  and 
sewers  for  the  destruction  of  rats  was  again  carried  out. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  20  informal 
notices  requiring  the  remedy  of  defects  in  house  drains,  such  defects 
are  treated  as  matters  of  urgency  and  were  attended  to  more  or 
less  promptly,  it  only  being  necessary  in  one  case  to  follow  up 
an  informal  notice  with  a Statutory  notice. 


Closet  Accommodation 


During  the  past  few  years  this  has  presented  a rapidly  changing 
picture  but  the  position  is  now  more  or  less  static  as  the  only 
ash  closets  remaining  in  the  area  are  those  serving  property  which 
is  either  already  subject  to  Demolition  orders  or  likely  to  be  dealt 
with  in  this  manner  in  the  near  future,  thus  making  the  conversion 
of  the  privy  uneconomical,  therefore  no  full  scale  privy  conversion 
scheme  was  in  operation  during  the  year,  but  28  conversions  were 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  contractor  to  complete  a small  scheme 
commenced  during  1953. 

At  the  end  of  1954  sanitary  conveniences  in  houses  in  the 
area  of  various  types  were  as  follows : — 


Water  Closets  ...  ...  5808 

Ash  Closets  ...  ...  ...  164 

Ash-pit  Privies ...  17 


Resulting  from  the  clearance  of  houses  under  the  Housing 
Act,  8 ash  closets  and  7 water  closets  were  demolished  during  the 
year  and  in  conjunction  with  the  erection  of  new  houses  and 
improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  attached  to  business 
premises  130  additional  water  closets  were  provided. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  commencement  of  1954  showed  a complete  change  in  this 
service,  although,  as  in  the  past,  the  work  of  refuse  and  salvage 
collection  and  disposal  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Health  Department.  The  personnel  employed 
in  previous  years  generally  comprised  5 lorries  and  fifteen  men, 
but  immediately  after  Christmas  1953,  a completely  new  staff  was 
appointed,  it  being  intended  that  the  whole  of  the  district  should 
be  dealt  with  by  4 lorries  and  drivers  and  8 fillers  operating  a 
relay  system.  Despite  the  fact  that  these  men  commenced  work  as 
an  untrained  gang  during  the  heaviest  part  of  the  year  and  were 
faced  with  considerable  arrears  owing  to  the  holidays  and  work 
left  by  their  predecessors,  they  were  quickly  welded  into  a satis- 
factory service  and  it  was  possible,  generally  speaking,  to  maintain 
a seven  days  clearance  throughout  the  area.  The  system  followed 
is  for  2 teams  to  operate,  each  comprising  2 lorries  and  drivers 
and  four  fillers,  the  lorries  operating  a shuttle  service  to  and 
from  the  tip,  thus  ensuring  that  the  fillers  are  constantly 
employed.  It  was  found  in  the  autumn  of  the  year 
that  there  were  striking  differences  in  the  results  obtained  between 
these  two  teams,  one  team  being  able  to  maintain  a regular  weekly 
service  whilst  the  other  fell  into  arrears  in  the  late  autumn  when 
the  ash  content  of  the  bins  became  increasingly  heavy.  No  apparent 
cause  could  be  found  for  this,  there  being  no  striking  differences 
in  the  physical  condition,  age,  etc.,  of  the  men  employed  in  either 
team,  nor  was  there  any  great  difference  between  the  number  or 
type  of  receptacle  cleared  by  either  team,  nevertheless,  it  required 
constant  supervision  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  from  the  team  in 
question.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  work  of  the  staff  is  steadily 
increasing  with  the  number  of  new  houses  which  are  being  erected, 
and  various  factors  have  arisen  in  connection  with  the  post  war 
housing  sites  which  have  created  difficulties  in  refuse  removal,  the 
layouts  generally  make  it  necessary  for  bins  to  be  carried  increas- 
ing distances  and  whilst  for  this  reason  lorries  have  been  equipped 
with  wheel  bin  carriers,  it  is  not  always  possible  to  use  these  owing 
to  the  number  of  steps  to  be  negotiated.  Furthermore,  no  doubt 
owing  to  difficulties  of  supply,  a good  number  of  Council  houses 
were  initially  equipped  with  sub-standard  size  bins  which  are 
inadequate  to  hold  a seven  day  supply  of  refuse  and  it  was  also 
found  during  the  year  that  far  too  many  of  the  Council  houses 
had  no  ashbin  or  an  ashbin  in  such  a dilapidated  condition  that 
the  replacement  was  a matter  of  urgency,  and  here  again,  no  doubt 
owing  to  supply  difficulties,  reolacements  were  considerably 
delayed.  The  nature  of  the  refuse  dealt  with  is,  from  most  parts 
of  the  area,  very  solid,  and  heavy,  making  it  necessary  for  2 men 
to  be  employed  in  lifting  and  carrying  bins,  as  although  an  increas- 
ing number  of  modern  fireplaces  are  being  installed,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  the  quantity  of  ash  to  be  dealt  with  has  appreciably 
decreased.  The  24  inch  by  18  inch  bin  which  is  standardised 
throughout  the  district  is,  therefore,  in  many  cases  hardly  adequate 
for  a once  weekly  collection. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  and  although  the  amount 
of  control  it  is  possible  to  exercise  is  small,  owing  to  the  lack 
of  soil  for  covering,  very  little  nuisance  is  caused  and  a great  deal 
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can  be  done  in  consolidating  the  refuse  by  the  use  of  a tractor 
and  scraper.  The  tips  in  use  are  situated  at  Bull  Wells,  Hetton 
Downs,  and  at  the  Hazard  Colliery.  The  first  tip  has  been  in  use 
for  a large  number  of  years  and  the  greater  part  of  the  land  has 
now  been  re-claimed,  some  7 acres  having  been  taken  over  by  a 
smallholder  and  successfully  cropped  and  he  is  taking  over  further 
strips  of  land  and  re-claiming  as  soon  as  this  becomes  available, 
tipping  space  at  this  tip  is  now,  therefore,  very  restricted.  There 
remains  a fair  amount  of  tipping  space  at  the  Hazard  Colliery  tip 
but  the  prospective  life  of  this  tip  is  now  very  limited. 

Occasionally  demands  are  made  for  refuse  to  make  good 
damage  caused  by  colliery  subsidence  but  the  conservation  of 
tipping  space  is  becoming  more  and  more  essential  as  sites  requiring 
levelling  are  now  rare  and  moreover  the  spread  of  housing 
schemes  makes  sites  sufficiently  remote  from  dwelling  houses,  few 
and  far  between.  In  this  respect  it  is  becoming  increasingly 
important  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  tips  by  builders 
and  contractors  who  have  made  a habit  of  dumping  loads  of  brick 
rubbish,  etc.,  anywhere  on  the  finished  surface,  in  many  cases, 
providing  an  obstruction  to  the  further  use  of  the  tipping  face, 
until  levelling  has  been  carried  out. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  continued  on  a modified  scale 
during  the  year  and  although  the  price  obtained  was  poor  com- 
pared with  the  average  price  of  around  £17  per  ton  which  was 
obtainable  during  the  boom  period.  24  tons  5 cwt.  2 qrs.  of  waste 
paper  were  disposed  of  during  the  year  providing  an  income  of 
£174/6/11.  The  work  was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the 
system  of  separate  trade  refuse  collection  which  has  been  organised, 
a large  and  increasing  number  of  tradespeople  take  advantage  of 
this,  a nominal  charge  being  made  for  the  removal  of  the  refuse, 
the  greater  proportion  of  which  consists  of  waste  paper  and  cartons 
which  are  baled  and  marketed. 

The  scheme  for  the  renewal  of  ashbins  was  continued  during 
the  year  and  the  demand  for  bins  was  steady,  little  difficulty  is 

experienced  in  getting  the  agreement  of  owners  to  the  Department 
renewing  the  bin  and  despite  the  relatively  high  price  of  bins,  it 
was  found  possible  to  supply  a good  quality  galvanised  bin,  size 
24  inch  by  18  inch,  at  considerably  below  retail  price  in  the  shops, 
the  average  price  of  bins  sold  during  the  year  being  19/6  which 
allowed  a small  margin  of  profit  to  cover  handling  and  administra- 
tive costs.  The  scheme  ensures  that  a standard  refuse  receptacle 
is  in  use  throughout  the  district  and  that  these  are  maintained  in 
good  condition.  The  number  of  bins  renewed  during  the  year 
under  the  scheme  was  60.  The  number  of  premises  which  were 
dealt  with  by  the  scavenging  service  at  the  end  of  1954  was  6.041. 
the  approximate  cost  per  house  per  annum  being  £1.36. 


Housing 


The  year  was  noteworthy  in  as  much  as  Government  policy 
was  again  directed  towards  the  recommencement  of  slum  clearance. 
In  actual  fact  the  Council  have  carried  out  a steady  clearance  of 
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unfit  houses  by  the  making  of  Demolition  orders  where  necessary 
since  the  end  of  hostilities,  and  therefore  when  the  question  of  the 
preparation  of  a slum  clearance  programme  was  raised  towards 
the  end  of  1954,  the  Department  were  in  a position  to  provide  the 
information  required,  and  the  Five  Years  Slum  Clearance 
Programme  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 
Prior  to  this,  Clearance  Areas  had  been  put  forward  by  the 
Council  affecting  a number  of  houses  in  Shaws  Row,  John  Street, 
and  Richard  Street  which  comprised  the  “ Shaws  Row  Areas  Nos. 
3,  4.  5,  and  6 ” these  being  formed  to  complete  the  clearance 
brought  about  by  the  previous  Shaws  Row  Clearance  Areas  which 
were  confirmed  in  1937.  These  areas  were  the  subject  of  a Public 
Inquiry  held  early  in  September,  1954,  but  it  was  not  until  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  that  confirmation  of  the  Council’s  proposals 
was  received.  The  delay  in  the  confirmation  of  the  areas  appeared 
likely  to  seriously  affect  the  Council’s  re-housing  programme  but 
as  soon  as  confirmation  came  to  hand  the  work  of  re-development 
was  proceeded  with  immediately.  Following  the  Shaws  Row  Area, 
work  was  commenced  on  a very  comprehensive  clearance  area  in 
High  Street,  Easington  Lane,  and  in  fact,  the  appropriate  maps  for 
this,  which  were  subsequently  divided  into  5 Compulsory  Areas 
known  as  High  Street,  Easington  Lane  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas 
Nos  1 — 5 were  completed  by  October,  1954.  and  here  again  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Council,  when  clearance  is  effected,  to 
re-develop  on  the  cleared  sites. 

The  Council  continued  with  their  post-war  policy  of  building 
with  direct  labour  and  very  satisfactory  progress  was  made  during 
1954.  99  houses  being  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  and 
an  additional  number  were  in  an  advanced  state  of  construction. 
Private  individuals  wishing  to  build  houses  for  their  own  occupation 
provided  3 houses  during  the  period  and  a number  of  others  were 
in  hand  or  projected.  The  Council  gives  every  encouragement  and 
assistance  to  the  prospective  owner  occupier  and  a number  took 
advantage  of  the  fact  that  the  Council  are  prepared  to  give 
financial  assistance  under  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act, 
the  terms  being  slightly  more  favourable  and  the  security  probably 
greater  than  those  provided  by  the  Building  Societies,  therefore 
advances  to  30  persons  who  were  either  building  new  houses  or 
purchasing  existing  houses  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  removal  of  building  licence  restrictions  provided  a 
stimulus  to  schemes  for  the  reconstruction  and  improvement  of 
existing  dwelling  houses  and  a number  of  owners  came  forward 
with  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  in  this  connection.  The 
grant  provides  a strong  incentive  to  the  far-sighted  private  landlord 
to  improve  his  property  but  unfortunately  the  majority  of  owners 
have  failed  to  take  advantage  of  this  and  applications  are  in  the 
main  from  owner  occupiers,  who  desire  to  improve  the  amenities 
and  accommodation  of  their  houses.  There  exists  a large  number 
of  houses  in  the  district  where  improvements  could  be  carried  out 
at  reasonable  expense  and  which  are  eligible  for  grant,  as  at  the 
completion  of  the  works  they  would  have  a reasonable  expectation 
of  life,  furthermore  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  in  almost  every 
case  where  improvements  are  carried  out  the  rateable  value  of  the 
property  affected  would  be  enhanced. 


The  Council  made  continued  progress  with  their  schemes  ta 
modernise  the  older  type  of  Council  house,  this  involved  the 
systematic  modernisation  of  the  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  pre- 
war schemes,  mainly  by  the  removal  of  the  obsolete  and 
uneconomical  type  of  kitchen  range  and  inefficient  and  obstructive 
clothes  boiler,  a modern  fireplace,  electric  cooker  and  electric 
boiler  being  provided  in  lieu.  Some  delay  has  been  experienced 
in  completing  these  works  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  existing 
electric  networks  to  carry  the  load  which  the  new  electric  appli- 
ances would  impose,  but  these  difficulties  have  been  gradually 
overcome.  Much  improvement  has  also  been  effected  on  the  older 
sites  by  the  removal  of  dilapidated  fencing,  dwarf  brick  walls  being 
provided,  in  many  cases  this  work  has  also  made  it  possible  to 
reduce  the  size  of  the  large  corner  gardens,  and  grass  plots  and 
flower  beds  have  been  laid  down  which  are  maintained  by  the 
Council’s  staffs  The  result  has  been  an  immense  improvement  in 
the  appearance  of  the  older  housing  sites  and  has,  no  doubt,  done 
something  to  stimulate  the  cultivation  of  gardens  by  tenants.  The 
Council  have  for  some  years  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  improve- 
ment in  this  respect  by  the  service  of  notice  upon  defaulters  and 
by  the  institution  of  an  annual  garden  competition,  nevertheless 
some  untidy  gardens  are  still  to  be  seen.  Where  the  aged  and 
infirm  are  concerned  this  is  oerhaps  unavoidable,  but  the  Care  of 
the  Aged  Committee  some  years  ago  enlisted  the  services  of  Youth 
Organisations  in  the  area  to  assist  in  tidying  up  gardens  of  aged  and 
infirm  people.  Some  organisations  were  good,  enough  to  give  this 
scheme  their  support  but  the  response  from  the  old  people  them- 
selves was  luke-warm,  and  unfortunately  owing  to  the  lack  of 
demand,  the  scheme  fell  more  or  less  into  disuse. 


The  National  Coal  Board  also  made  good  progress  in  the 
modernisation  of  their  houses,  well  over  400  houses  have  been 
improved  by  the  provision  of  modern  combination  ranges  with 
hot  water  supply,  a sheer  necessity  in  dwellings,  where  in  many 
cases  more  than  one  member  of  the  family  is  employed  in  the 
mine,  a continuous  hot  water  supply  is  a boon.  The  modern  range 
also,  in  almost  every  case  replaces  very  old  fashioned  brick  built 
ranges  fitted  with  round  ovens  which  were  inefficient  and 
uneconomical  in  fuel  consumption.  Furthermore  the  Board  carried 
out  paving  work  to  adjacent  streets  and  footways,  this  effecting  a 
considerable  improvement  to  the  surroundings  of  the  property. 

Apart  from  the  slum  clearance  areas  before  mentioned  good 
progress  was  made  during  the  year  writh  the  completion  of  the 
re-development  of  the  Brickgarth  area  in  Easington  Lane  Ward. 
Here  a very  large  number  of  sub-standard  houses  were  dealt  with 
by  the  making  of  Demolition  orders,  it  also  being  necessary  to 
obtain  complete  clearance,  to  deal  with  the  small  number  of  better 
type  of  house  which  had  a reasonable  expectation  of  life,  and  the 
sites  of  these  and  also  of  a Chapel  were  obtained  by  negotiation. 
The  old  congested  conditions  have  been  replaced  by  a very 
attractive  layout  of  modern  houses  and  green  olots  and  gardens, 
and  in  conjunction  with  extensions  on  other  housing  sites  which 
took  place  during  the  year,  there  is  no  doubt  that  post  war 
housing  development  in  the  area  has  created  many  attractive  sites. 


1.  Summary  of  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during 
the  year  1954. 


New  Houses  Completed 
during  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

fa)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ... 

99 

j 

99 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 





— 

(c)  By  Private  persons  ...  ... 

1 

J 

3 

Total  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  6,041 


Z.  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses 
A. — Formal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  ...  ...  15 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a result 

of  formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demolition  of 

which  temporarily  postponed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(B. — Informal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 
' as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not  included  above  ...  — 

3.  Reconditioning  and  Repair 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure  under 
the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  ...  ...  6 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  - — 

4.  Improvement  Grants:  Housing  Act,  1949 

No.  of 
Separate 
Houses 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  ...  ...  11 

f b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Applications  forwarded  to  Ministry  of  Housing  and 

Local  Government  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(d)  Applications  rejected  by  Ministry  of  Housing  and 

Local  Government  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(e)  Applications  approved  by  Ministry  of  Housing  and 

Local  Government  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(f)  Total  number  of  applications  approved  since  inception 

of  scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 
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Further  progress  was  also  made  with  the  clearing  up  of  existing 
areas  where  a number  of  derelict  and  dangerous  buildings  had 
existed  for  some  years  owing  to  the  default  of  the  owners  in 
carrying  out  demolition  and  clearance.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  procedure  laid  down  by  the  Acts,  which  leaves  demolition  and 
clearance  work  to  the  individual  owner,  has  never  provided  a 
satisfactory  solution,  as  the  owner,  after  losing  his  property,  cannot 
be  expected  to  willingly  expend  further  money  in  demolishing  it  and 
clearing  the  site,  many,  therefore,  become  victims  to  contractors 
who  offer  to  pull  down  buildings  in  return  for  the  materials 
obtained,  the  result  almost  invariably  being  that  as  soon  as  all 
materials  of  salvage  value  have  been  removed  the  shell  of  the 
building  is  abandoned  in  an  unsightly  and  dangerous  condition. 
Therefore,  the  current  practice,  whereby  this  work  is  nearly  always 
carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  owner  provides  a satisfactory 
solution  of  the  problem,  the  owner  generally  agreeing  to  hand  over 
the  site  to  the  Council  in  return  for  the  work  carried  out.  A large 
number  of  these  sites  will  be  re-developed  in  conjunction  with 
further  schemes  but  others  have  been  cleared  and  levelled  and  in 
some  cases  green  plots  have  been  laid  down. 

Following  the  practice  of  recent  years  the  letting  of  Council 
houses  has  been  governed  by  the  Council’s  Points  Scheme  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  working  of  this  scheme  has  proved 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  Council,  their  officials  and  the  public, 
applicants  having  the  assurance  that  each  application  has  been 
dealt  with  strictly  in  accordance  with  need,  and  furthermore,  any 
applicant  is  able  to  ascertain  the  number  of  points  with  which  he  is 
assessed,  and  if  justified  can  obtain  a revision  of  these.  The 
circumstances  of  each  prospective  tenant  are  scrutinised  by  the 
Committee  before  they  are  re-housed  and  the  formular  for  assess- 
ing points  in  accordance  with  the  need  of  the  applicant  is  reviewed 


List  of  By-Laws  in  Force  in  District 


Date  of 
Adoption 

Title 

19.2.52  ... 

For  the  observance  of  sanitary  and 

c. 

cleanly  conditions  in  connection  with 
the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of 
food. 

1.6.53  ... 

Charges  for  the  use  of  Cemeteries. 

31.12.53  ... 

Building. 

4.12.52  ... 

Library  (under  Public  Libraries  Act). 

27.7.50  ... 

Sale  of  contraceptives  from  automatic  , 

machines. 

Byelaws  for 

1.9.51  ... 

Fouling  of  footways  by  dogs. 

Good  Rule 

1.3.51 

Deposit  of  sand  and  other  materials  on 

and 

highways. 

Government 

1.10.54  ... 

Deposit  of  litter  to  the  detriment  of  public 

made  by 

amenities. 

C.C.  L.G.A.. 

1.6. 52  ... 

Nuisances  contrary  to  public  decency. 

1933. 

GENERAL  SUMMARY 


No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Formal 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Legal 

Proceedings 

and 

General 

Remarks 

Housing : 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 

383 

137 

8 

123 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 
Insufficient 

_ 



Defective 

39 

8 

1 

8 

Drainage 

ay 

12 

11 



Water  Supply  ... 

15 

6 

— 

6 



Food  Premises  ... 

218 

1 i 

— 

1 1 

— 

Shops  Act  

79 

1 

- — ■ 

1 

— 

Dairies  ... 

- — ■ 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses : 

Public 

_ 





Private 

45 

15 

- — 

15 

— 

Tents.  Vans,  etc. 

5 

1 

— - 

1 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

Factories  and 

Workplaces 

87 

16 

— 

14 

- — - 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

9 

3 

— 

3 

- — 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
Receptacles 

— 

59 

— 

59 

' 

Offensive  Accumulations 

- — - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

23 

3 

— 

2 

- — 

Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Acts.  1949 

137 

4 

- — 

4 

■ — 

Totals  ... 

1.067 

277 

9 

259 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closet 


Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  ...  ...  28 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  district  ...  ...  5,808 

Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  district  ...  ...  164 

Total  number  of  ashpit-privies  in  district  ...  ...  17 


3(5 


from  time  to  time  to  meet  current  conditions.  Final  scrutiny  is 
highly  necessary,  as  initially  points  are  assessed  from  information 
provided  by  the  applicant  himself,  and  such  information  may  be 
either  deliberately  or  accidentally  misleading,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  actual  length  of  time  of  residence  in  the  area,  in 
fact,  it  has  been  necessary  in  one  or  two  cases,  as  a result  of 
information  given  by  the  tenant  being  subsequently  found  incorrect, 
to  withdraw  the  tenancies  of  houses  after  applicants  have  received 
the  keys. 

The  Council  have  always  given  a great  measure  of 
consideration  to  the  housing  of  aged  persons,  this  being  good 
policy,  as  the  current  trend  of  an  ageing  population  and  childless 
couples  provides  a definite  demand  for  a special  type  of  small 
house,  and  apart  from  the  fact  that  a couple  are  provided  with 
adequate  accommodation  at  a rental  within  their  means  and  of 
a type  and  size  easily  worked,  in  almost  every  case  the  provision 
of  the  small  type  house  releases  the  larger  houses  for  family  use. 
Some  flats  have  also  been  built  for  occupation  by  childless  couples, 
widows,  or  single  persons,  and  whilst  this  meets  a definite  need  it 
is  apparent  that  in  many  cases  they  are  unpopular,  there  appearing 
to  be  a prejudice  amongst  many  against  flat  life.  This  is  under- 
standable as  the  district  has  been  surprisingly  free  from  flats  or 
tenements  but  it  is  generally  felt  nowadays  that  it  is  undesirable  to 
segregate  aged  people  in  one  estate  or  a particular  portion  thereof 
and  the  current  policy  of  the  Council  is  to  house  them  in  similar 
accommodation  interspersed  amongst  large  family  dwelling  houses. 
This  is  beneficial  to  the  old  people  themselves  and  furthermore 
it  is  a great  assistance  in  laying  out  housing  sites,  and  the  inter- 
spersion  of  flats,  which  in  no  case  have  exceeded  two  storey 
buildings,  helps  to  fill  in  the  lay-out  of  a site. 


Overcrowding  cannot  be  said  to  present  any  problem  in  the 
area,  in  fact  true  overcrowding,  that  is  congestion  caused  by  the 
size  of  the  tenants  family,  is  uncommon,  the  majority  of  cases 
being  created  by  sub-tenants,  generally  members  of  the  tenant's 
family  who  have  married  and  brought  a wife  or  husband  into  the 
house,  conditions  at  first  being  acceptable,  but  with  the  advent  of 
a youpg  family  becoming  insupportable.  The  points  scheme 
favours  the  applicant  who  is  living  as  a sub-tenant  and  a good 
number  of  such  cases  were  abated  during  the  year,  but  sub-tenancies 
of  this  type  will  of  necessity  continue  to  arise  until  the  housing 
needs  of  the  district  can  be  fully  met  and  couples  who  marry  and 
enter  into  sub-tenancies  in  this  fashion  are  still  forced  to  reside 
under  these  conditions  for  a number  of  years  before  they  become 
eligible  for  re-housing. 


A large  number  of  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  and 
formal  or  informal  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts  requiring  repairs.  The  following  table  gives 
particulars  of  action  taken  in  this  respect  and  housing  statistics 
for  the  year. 


37 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


104 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1954 


.1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

( 1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  647 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,480 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  616 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  557 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

A.-  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936: 


0) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

7 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners 

5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

- — 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

1 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

1 
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C. — Proceedings  under  sections  li  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 


1936: 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

of  which 

9 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
of  Demolition  Orders 

pursuance 

15 

D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  and 
section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Misc.  Prov.)  Act: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 


in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  3 

4.  Housing  Act  1936,  Part  IV— -Overcrowding: 

(a) (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  65 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  259" 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

(c) (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  322 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
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The  Shops  Act 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  also  acts  as  Inspector  under  the 
Shops  Act  and  as  frequent  inspections  are  carried  out  of  the  shops 
in  connection  with  the  examination  of  food  stuffs,  regular  routine 
inspections  of  all  shop  premises  under  the  Acts  were  carried  out 
throughout  the  district.  There  were  no  infringements  of  the  Orders 
governing  closing  hours  detected,  and  no  complaints  were  received 
regarding  the  working  hours  of  assistants,  in  fact  shopkeepers 
generally  adhered  to  curtailed  working  hours  and  no  doubt,  due  to 
labour  difficulties,  the  majority  observed  even  shorter  hours  than 
those  prescribed.  This  of  course,  operates  to  the  benefit  of 
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employees  but  does  to  some  extent  affect  the  convenience  of  the 
shopping  public,  particularly  with  regard  to  protracted  mid-day 
closing,  and  also  early  evening  and  week-end  closing,  having 
regard  to  the  number  of  married  women  now  in  daily  employment. 
The  majority  of  the  shops  comprise  small  general  businesses  with 
a house,  generally  occupied  by  the  proprietor,  attached,  in  most 
cases  the  number  of  assistants  employed  is  small,  the  majority 
employ  only  one,  often  part-time,  and  therefore,  no  difficulty  is 
experienced  regarding  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  amenities 
for  the  welfare  of  employees  on  or  about  the  premises.  The  larger 
shops  all  have  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation,  rest  room  and 
washing  facilities  for  their  staff  and  no  effort  has  been  spared  to 
ensure  that  all  food  shops  have  a constant  supply  of  hot  water, 
this  being  done  in  most  cases  by  the  installation  of  an  electric  or 
gas  heater.  It  was  also  possible  to  effect  a number  of  improvements 
where  proprietors  consulted  the  department  before  embarking  on 
rebuilding  schemes. 


A very  small  number  of  one  room  lock-up  shops  exist  which 
present  difficulties  as  they  have  no  available  yard  space  for  the 
provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  or  drainage  for  the  waste 
from  sinks  or  lavatory  basins,  fortunately  public  lavatories  are 
reasonably  available  and  in  four  cases  it  has  been  possible  to 
issue  exemption  certificates.  This  type  of  shop  presents  a problem 
as  in  many  cases  they  front  on  living  accommodation  which  is 
separately  let,  an  arrangement  which  is  neither  good  for  the  shop- 
keeper nor  the  occupier  of  the  house,  in  some  cases  the  difficulty 
has  been  met  with,  in  extreme  cases  action  has  been  taken  to  put 
a Closing  order  upon  the  premises,  and  when  a vacancy  arises 
the  owners  are  required  to  make  a satisfactory  re-arrangement 
before  re-letting  takes  place. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Camping  Sites 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  regard  to  dwelling 
places  of  this  nature  during  the  year.  Informal  action  had  to  be 
taken  regarding  a gypsy  encampment  on  the  southern  border  of 
the  district,  although  the  nuisance  created  was  not  strictly  an 
offence  against  public  health.  Trouble  of  this  nature  arises  from 
time  to  time  mainly  because  the  persons  using  these  encampments 
are  not  of  the  true  gypsy  type,  but  itinerant  hawkers,  but  although 
our  powers  in  dealing  with  them  are  rather  restricted  it  has  been 
possible  generally  to  keep  the  district  free  from  encampments  of 
this  kind. 


There  are  two  sites  within  the  area  which  are  from  time  to 
time  used  by  showmen  as  fairgrounds,  during  the  period  of  their 
occupation  for  this  purpose  they  are  supervised  to  ensure  that 
satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  completed  with  regard  to 
water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation,  and  refuse  disposal.  These 
sites,  when  vacated,  were  always  left  tidy  and  in  a satisfactory 
condition  and  no  complaint  arose  from  their  use  for  this  purpose 
during  the  year  under  review. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 


There  is  no  swimming  bath  or  pool  in  the  district.  In  the 
past,  from  time  to  time,  schemes  have  been  put  forward  for  the 
construction  of  an  amenity  of  this  nature  but  these  have  not  borne 
fruit,  and  there  seems  little  likelihood  at  the  present  time  of  a 
scheme  being  successfully  completed.  There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  a covered  swimming  pool  which  could,  when  necessary, 
be  also  used  as  a public  hall  would  prove  a great  amenity,  as  the 
lack  of  a really  satisfactory  assembly  hall  is  a great  drawback 
to  the  area. 


Schools 


The  schools  throughout  the  district  are  maintained  in  a highly 
satisfactory  condition.  It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to 
close  any  school  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease, 
but  the  Health  Department  is  indebted  to  the  teachers  for  their 
co-operation  at  all  times  when  inauiries  regarding  infectious 
diseases  were  necessary. 


Public  Houses,  Halls  and  Cinemas 

Premises  of  this  nature  are  regularly  inspected  as  the  Council 
operates  the  appropriate  section  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act  and  has  therefore  powers  for  enforcing  reasonable  standards. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  certificates  are  issued  regarding  sanitary 
conditions  found,  for  the  guidance  of  the  Justices  at  the  Brewster 
Sessions,  and  an  adverse  certificate  would  automatically  create  a 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  renewal  of  the  licence. 


The  general  standard  of  sanitation  throughout  the  area  is  now 
high  but  improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  continued  to 
be  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  reconstruction  work.  Most  of 
the  public  houses  in  the  area  are  now  well  equipped  whth  regard 
to  washing  facilities  in  the  bars. 


food  Inspection 

The  year  under  review  was  notable  in  as  much  as  in  July, 
1 954.  the  local  slaughterhouses  again  came  into  use  after  stand- 
ing more  or  less  idle  since  centralised  slaughtering  was  instituted 
in  1940.  This  did  not  take  effect  without  a considerable  amount 
of  preliminary  work  being  done  to  bring  all  the  slaughterhouses 
up  to  a reasonable  standard,  there  being  15  situated  in  the  district 
which  had  been  in  use  prior  to  the  war,  and  the  licences  for  which 
had  been  issued  annually,  in  order  that  they  were  available  in  any 
emergency  or  for  occasional  use  for  the  slaughter  of  smallholders 
pigs.  The  licence  of  one  had  been  withdrawn  during  the  war  years 
but  this  was  again  granted  upon  the  occupier  carrying  out  the 
necessary  structural  alterations  and  repairs. 
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The  inspection  of  food  animals  has  necessitated  a considerable 
amount  of  additional  work  for  the  staff  of  the  department  but  the 
aim  has  been  to  inspect  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human  con- 
sumption and  this  had  been  effectively  carried  out.  For  this 
reason,  before  slaughtering  commenced,  the  attention  of  all 
butchers  was  drawn  to  the  necessity  to  give  the  requisite  notice 
and  the  majority  co-operated  wholeheartedly  in  this  respect.  It 
was,  however,  necessary  to  prosecute  one  butcher  for  failing  to  give 
notice  to  slaughter  and  he  was  fined  £1  and  ordered  to  pay  £3  3s. 
costs.  A further  butcher  was  reported  for  prosecution  but  in  this 
case  the  Council  considered  it  sufficient  to  warn  him,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  action  brought  the  situation  to  a head  and  no 
further  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  this  respect. 


It  can  be  said  that  the  resumption  of  private  slaughtering  has 
brought  about  a marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  meat 
marketed  in  the  area  and  there  have  been  no  losses  from  bone 
taint  or  similar  conditions  which  were  common  when  meat  was 
transported,  often  in  very  unsatisfactory  vehicles,  before  setting 
properly.  Conditions  in  the  slaughter-houses  are  very  well  main- 
tained. and  whilst  it  is  doubtful  whether  centralised  slaughtering 
within  the  area  would  bring  about  any  improvement  in  hygienic 
conditions,  it  would  certainly  ease  the  problem  of  inspection  as 
labour  difficulties  have  caused  butchers  to  slaughter  at  very 
irregular  hours  and  week-end  slaughtering  is  prevalent,  thus  impos- 
ing a considerable  amount  of  overtime  upon  the  Inspectors.  The 
position  at  the  resumption  of  local  slaughtering  was  rather  chaotic, 
there  being  of  course,  a definite  shortage  of  trained  slaughtermen, 
although  in  this  area  the  slaughtermen’s  licences  have  been 
issued  annually,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  existing 
was  5!.  Many  of  these  men  had  had  few  opportunities  to  practice 
their  trade  and  the  department  has  put  forward  the  suggestion 
from  y$ar  to  year  that  a scheme  to  give  all  butchers’  assistants 
the  opportunity  for  training  was  highly  desirable.  This  shortage  of 
labour,  of  course,  gave  rise  to  the  irregular  hours  of  slaughtering 
before  mentioned,  and  was  also  the  cause,  in  the  early  period, 
of  the  work  being  done  by  travelling  slaughtermen  on  a piece-work 
basis,  but  once  things  settled  down  the  butchers  generally  were 
able  to  find  suitable  staff.  Furthermore,  public  demand  and  the 
keen  desire  of  the  butchers  to  satisfy  this,  meant  that  in  the  late 
summer  and  autumn  of  the  year  a much  heavier  amount  of 
slaughtering  took  place  than  was  realty  demanded  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  population  of  the  area.  This,  as  was  expected  at  the 
time,  had  the  result  of  creating  a shortage  of  cattle  as  animals  as 
farmers  and  breeders  were  putting  forward  stock  for  slaughter 
which  would  normally  have  been  kept  for  some  months  longer, 
in  fact  compared  to  pre-war  standards  the  majority  of  the  cattle 
slaughtered  are  not  so  well  finished,  but  here  again  the  dislike  of 
the  present  day  housewife  to  fat  meat  has  made  it  necessary  for 
the'  butcher  to  kill  a class  of  cattle  which,  in  days  gone  by,  would 
ha  ve  been  considered  “ plain  ” beasts. 

The  incidence  of  disease  amongst  animals  inspected  is  not 
unduly  heavy  and  all  carcases  or  parts  thereof  which  it  has  been 
necessary  to  condemn  are  coloured  with  a strong  green  dye  and 
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disposed  of  to  a firm  of  Bye-products  manfacturers  who  undertake 
to  ensure  that  the  meat  is  not  used  for  human  consumption.  Prior 
to  the  resumption  of  slaughtering  the  small  quantities  of  meat 
which  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  were  returned  to  fhe 
central  slaughter-house  for  the  Ministry’s  salvage  staff  to  deal  with. 


The  number  of  animals  of  various  types  slaughtered  from  July 
to  December  in  the  year  under  review  were  as  follows:  — 

Beef  1 .026 

Mutton  1,578 

Pork  ...  1 ,090 

Particulars  of  the  amount  of  meat  it  was  found  necessary  to 
condemn  is  as  under:  — 

The  entire  carcases  and  organs  of  5 cattle,  and  3 pigs.  Organs 
and  small  parts  to  a total  weight  of  3 ton  11  cwts.  2 qrs.  1 st.  4J  lb. 


The  shops  in  the  area  are  regularly  inspected  and  stocks  of 
tinned  goods  examined,  it  being  necessary  from  time  to  time  to 
condemn  fairly  large  quantities  of  this  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. Condemned  tinned  goods,  which  have  no  salvage  value, 
and  are  generally  in  a very  offensive  state  when  condemned,  are 
collected  and  disposed  of  on  the  refuse  tips. 


Particulars  of  food  stuffs  condemned  are  as  follows:  — 

271  lb.  English  Lamb,  50  lb.  Beef,  1 x 16  lb.  13  oz.  tin, 
1 x 15  lb.  11  oz.  tin,  1 x 15  lb.  7 oz.  tin,  1 x 15  lb.  1 oz.  tin, 
4 x 15  lb.  tins,  1 x 14  lb.  10  oz.  tin,  2 x 14  lb.  9 oz.  tins, 

1 x 14  lb.  8 oz.  tin,  1 x 14  lb.  7 oz.  tin,  1 x 14  lb.  5 oz.  tin. 

2 x 14  lb.  2 oz.  tins,  1 x 14  lb.  1 oz.  tin,  1 x 13  lb.  14  oz.  tin. 

1 x 13  lb.  tin,  1 x 12  lb.  tin,  1 x 11  lb.  13  oz.  tin.  1 x 11  lb.  8 oz. 

tin,  1 x 11  lb.  7 oz.  tin,  1 x 10  lb.  14  oz.  tin,  and  2 x 9 lb.  9 oz. 

tins  cooked  ham.  8 lb.  Cooked  Ham  (loose).  19  x 6 lb.  tins. 
1 x 2,720  grm.  tin,  11  x 12  oz.  tins  and  38  x 8 oz.  tins  Tongue. 

4 x 6 lb.  tins,  32  x 12  oz.  tins,  and  17  x 8 oz.  tins  Corned  Beef. 

7 x 7 lb.  tins  Pressed  Beef.  2 x 5 lb.  tins  Brisket  Beef. 
6 x 6 lb.  tins  and  5 lb.  Jellied  Veal.  1x4  lb.  tin  Chopped  Pork. 
12  x 12  oz.  tins  Pork.  9 x 5 lb.  9 oz.  tins,  4 x 3 lb.  tins,  2 x 2 lb. 
tins,  30  x 12  oz.  tins  and  4 lb.  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 
54  x 12  oz.  tins  and  3 x 9 oz.  tins  Minced  Beef  Loaf.  23  x 16  oz. 
tins,  36  x 154  oz.  tins  Stewed  Steak.  10  x 1 lb.  tins  Mutton. 
17  x 12  oz.  tins  Meat  Loaf.  4x1  lb.  tins  Beef  Steak  Pudding. 

5 x 16  oz.  tins  Irish  Stew.  301  x 16  oz.  tins,  42  x 154  oz.  tins*. 
26  x 8 oz.  tins  Beans.  73  x 1 lb.  3 oz.  tins.  11x1  lb.  24  oz.  tins, 

3 x 16  oz.  tins,  44  x 154  oz.  tins,  100  x 134  oz.  tins.  32  x 104  oz. 

tins,  15  x 10  oz.  tins.  5x8  oz.  tins  Processed  Peas.  17  x 15  oz. 
tins  Garden  Peas.  2x2  lb.  4 oz.  tins.  180  x 2 lb.  3 oz.  tins. 

2x15  oz.  tins,  18  x 144  oz.  tins.  279  x 14  oz.  tins.  20  x 8 oz.  tins. 
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39  x 7 oz.  tins,  10  x 64  oz.  tins,  6 x 64  oz.  tins  Tomatoes. 

1 x 1 lb.  14  oz.  tin,  18  x 1 lb.  tins  Cherries.  36  x 1 lb.  14  oz. 

tins,  14  x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins,  21  x 1 lb.  tins  Apricots. 

59  x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins,  12  x 1 lb.  3 oz.  tins,  39  x 1 lb.  tins, 
1 x 154  oz.  tin  Peaches.  28  x 11  oz.  tins,  5 x 8 oz.  tins  Oranges. 
38  x 1 lb.  13  x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins,  15  x 1 lb.  tins, 

7 x 154  oz.  tins  Pears.  1 x 30  oz.  tin,  3 x 1 lb.  4 oz.  tin, 

5 x 1 lb.  3 oz.  tin  Plums.  16  x 1 lb.  tins  Grapes.  7 x 15  oz.  tins 

Strawberries.  3 x 1 lb.  4 oz.  tins,  16  x 1 lb.  tins  Pineapple. 
30  x 154  oz.  tins  Pineapple  Chunks.  16  x 144  oz.  tins  Greengages. 
23  x 1 lb.  4 oz.  tins  Grapefruit.  4 x 144  oz.  tins  Gooseberries. 

1 x 10  oz.  tin  Figs.  10  x 1 lb.  14  oz.  tins  Prunes.  358  x 2 pt. 
size  tins,  9x14  pb  size  tins,  7 x 4 pt.  size  tins,  3 x 1 / 2d. 
size  tins,  5 x 7d.  size  tins  Full  Cream  Evaporated  Milk. 
17  x 14  pt.  size  tins  Machine  Skimmed  Milk.  1 x 16  oz.  tin 
Unsweetened  Milk.  11x6  oz.  Tins  Cream.  1 x 3|  oz.  tin  Dressed 
Crab.  18  x 7-|  oz.  tins  Salmon.  1 1 x 7 oz.  tins  Salmon.  11  x 7 oz. 
tins  Crabmeat.  2 x 1 lb.  jars  Marmalade.  2 x 1 lb.  jars  Strawberry 
Jam.  4 x 1 lb.  jars  Blackcurrant  Jam.  1 x 1 lb.  jar  Lemon  Curd. 

2 x 9 fl.  oz.  bottles  H.P.  Sauce.  1 x 7}  fl.  oz.  bottles  Sauce. 

1 x 9 fl.  oz.  jar  Onions.  1 large  packet  Cornflakes.  5 lb.  Beef 
Sausage.  3 lb.  Pork  Sausage  1 x 22  lb.  tin  Chinese  Egg.  23  lb. 
Chinese  Frozen  Egg. 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold  are  also  regularly 
inspected  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises 


of  this  nature  in  the  area. 

/ 

School  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Colliery  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cafes  or  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fish  and  Chips  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  17 

Grocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  selling  pre-packed  Ice  Cream  ...  49 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

Milk  distribution  in  the  area  was,  as  in  previous  years,  in  the 
hands  of  two  organisations,  namely,  East  Durham  Co-operative 
Dairies  Ltd.,  who  operate  through  the  local  Co-operative  Societies 
and  deal  only  in  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 
Milk;  and  the  Houghton  Dairymen’s  Association  who  during  the 
war  absorbed  ail  the  small  retailers  and  farmer  producer  retailers 
who  previously  operated  in  the  district.  The  Dairymen’s 
Association  deals  in  Pasteurised  Milk  which  was  processed  at  their 
Houghton-le-Spring  Depot  and  also  retailed  a large  quantity  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  The  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies 
operated  from  a milk  depot  of  modern  construction  and  equipped 
with  cold  storage  chambers  which  is  situated  at  Eletton  Downs 
and  bottled  milk  is  stored  here  overnight  before  delivery.  They 
also  have  a small  depot  at  Easington  Lane,  which,  although  it  is 
not  equipped  for  cold  storage,  provides  reasonably  satisfactory 
accommodation  and  is  well  maintained.  Both  organisations  handle 
a certain  amount  of  sterilised  milk  and  also  retail  bottled  orange 
juice.  There  is  quite  a considerable  demand  for  sterilised  milk  in 
the  area  and  an  increasing  number  of  small  shopkeepers  retail  this. 
38  being  registered  for  this  purpose. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  weekly  from  the  Dairy  roundsmen 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Sunderland,  the  examinations  are  carried  out  free  of 
charge,  and  as  such  samples  are  taken  for  advisory  purposes,  no 
prosecutions  were  undertaken  with  regard  to  the  results.  In  the 
course  of  the  year  314  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  47  of  these  proved  to  be  unsatis- 
factory. Furthermore  as  a result  of  an  inspection  carried  out  in 
connection  with  a brand  of  tinned  cream  which  was  suspected  of 
carrying  typhoid  infection  a representative  batch  of  tins  numbering 
1 1 was  taken  from  the  small  quantity  to  be  found  in  local  ^shops 
and  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  but  no  harmful 
organisms  were  found. 

As  in  previous  years,  during  the  summer  months  however, 
quite  a considerable  problem  arose  regarding  the  results  obtained 
in  connection  with  samples  of  unpasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milks  produced  on  farm§  outside  the  area  and  retailed  by  the 
Dairymen’s  Association,  and  consultations  took  place  with  the 
Association  and  the  County  Milk  Officer  in  an  endeavour  to  arrive 
at  the  source  of  the  trouble,  it  being  felt  that  the  main  cause  was 
the  method  of  collection,  and  an  undertaking  was  given  to  revise 
this  to  ensure  that  the  milk  was  of  a reasonable  age  when  delivered 
to  the  consumer. 


Ice  Cream 


There  are  only  three  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district, 
two  of  these  carrying  on  business  in  the  Easington  Lane  area  and 
one  at  East  Rainton,  all  operated  plant  in  accordance  with  the 
Heat  Treatment  Regulations.  The  nremises  were  systematically 


inspected  at  regular  intervals,  and  6 samples  taken  during  the  year 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  classified  in  the  highest  grade. 
An  increasing  number  of  general  shops  and  confectioners  have 
installed  refrigerator  cabinets  for  the  storage  of  pre-packed  or 
bulk  ice  cream,  these  premises  numbering  81,  are  also  registered 
and  regularly  inspected.  The  ice  cream  which  is  retailed  is  supplied 
by  wholesale  manufacturers  and  consistently  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained  from  samples  taken. 

A little  retail  business,  dependent  upon  weather,  is  carried 
out  by  hawkers  who  patrol  the  area  in  motor  vans  but  it  does 
appear  that  this  practice  is  diminishing,  which  is  fortunate,  as  the 
Health  Department  has,  of  course,  no  knowledge  or  control  over 
the  manufacture  of  the  ice  cream  retailed  in  this  manner,  and  it 
is  almost  invariably  impossible  to  obtain  samples  at  times  con- 
venient for  immediate  transmission  to  the  laboratory,  making  it 
impossible  to  exercise  a more  stringent  control  over  this  type  of 
retailer. 


Factories  and  Workshops 

Premises  of  this  nature  were  regularly  inspected  and  generally 
it  was  found  that  a good  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained  in 
work  places  during  the  year.  It  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
notices  in  some  cases  and  as  a result  improvements  were  carried 
out  with  regard  to  additional  or  improved  closet  accommodation, 
the  drainage  of  floors,  ventilation  and  cleansing  and  the  provision 
of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  The  following  table  gives 
particulars  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  department  under  the 
Act  and  the  results  thereof. 


Bakehouses 


There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  six  bakehouses  in  use  in 
the  area,  the  majority  of  these  operated  only  to  a minor  extent, 
principally  for  the  production  of  confectionery  and  pies,  in 
addition  the  keeper  of  one  general  shop  which  has  no  full  baking 
facilities  is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  pies  only.  They  are 
periodically  inspected  and  generally  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
maintained  is  highly  satisfactory.  Tn  one  case  as  a result  of 
informal  action  improved  washing  facilities  were  provided  and  in 
another  case  improvements  and  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the 
structure  of  the  premises. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Vermin 

During  1954  it  was  necessary  to  take  action  for  the  eradication 
of  bed  bugs  and  other  vermin  in  the  under-mentioned  premises:  — 


(a) 

Council 

Houses  ... 

40 

(b) 

Private 

Houses 

21 

46 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2.  3,  4,  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

8 

14 

12 

fii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

47 

67 

26 

(fii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

out-workers’  premises)... 

3 

3 

Total 

58 

84 

38 

— 

2,  Defects  found 


Number  of  cases  in 

Number  of 

which 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

which 

Referred 

Prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

16 

16 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S3)... 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S6) 

7 

7 

— 



Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S7) : 

Insufficient 

5 

4 

— 



Unsuitable  or 

defective 

7 

7 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

— 



Other  offences  (not 

including  offences 



relating  to  outwork) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

38 

37 

— 

— 

47 


In  addition  four  lots  of  infectious  bedding  were  treated  or 
destroyed  and  it  was  also  necessary  to  disinfect  six  houses  after 
infectious  disease.  It  will  be  observed  that  as  in  previous  years 
the  number  of  Council  houses  treated  is  far  in  excess  of  the 
number  of  private  houses  but  it  must  not  necessarily  be  assumed 
that  the  degree  of  infestation  in  Council  hquses  is  greater,  generally  # 
speaking  complaints  dealt  with  were  of  infestation  by  beetles, 
some  of  the  older  houses  requiring  periodical  re-treatment,  as  once 
this  pest  becomes  established  complete  clearance  is  unusual  and 
the  complaints  were  generally  brought  in  by  the  rent  collectors, 
whereas  occupiers  of  private  houses  fail  to  bring  the  infestation 
to  the  attention  of  the  department.  Beetles  are  successfully 
eradicated  with  a powder  containing  pyrethrum  for  immediate 
action  and  D.D.T.  which  remains  potent  in  effect  for  some  time 
and  provides  a subsequent  protection.  The  results  obtained  are 
very  satisfactory  although  much  depends  upon  the  tenant  in  this 
respect  as  if  they  would  co-operate  whole-heartedly  complete 
clearance  could  be  obtained. 

The  treatment  of  infestation  by  bed  bugs  provides  a more 
difficult  problem.  They  have  become  increasingly  rare  in  recent 
years  but  it  is  disturbing  to  find  occasionally  that  infestations  when 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  have  obviously  been  of 
lengthy  standing  and  tolerated  by  the  occupants  of  the  house.  An 
infestation,  when  reported,  is  dealt  with  initially  by  fumigation 
(generally  gammexane)  to  kill  adult  vermin  on  the  surface,  this 
treatment  being  most  effective  when  the  weather  is  warm.  This 
makes  the  house  reasonably  safe  for  workmen  or  householders 
to  proceed  with  the  stripping  of  wall  paper,  etc.,  which  is  insisted 
upon  in  every  case,  it  has  also  sometimes  been  found  necessary 
to  remove  architraves,  skirtings  and  other  woodwork,  this  being 
treated  by  thorough  flaming  with  a blow  lamp.  The  second 
treatment  is  given  by  spraying  to  deal  with  any  vermin  which  have 
subsequently  incubated,  followed  by  a final  treatment  to  ensure 
complete  eradication.  Even  after  such  a course  of  treatment  the 
interest  of  the  occupier  is  essential  in  dealing  with  or  reporting 
isolated  vermin  found  subsequently  as  in  cold  weather  the  pests 
are  dormant  and  lodge  deep  in  crevices  in  the  walls.  For  this 
reason  therefore,  tenants  are  generally  asked  to  keep  the  walls 
stripped  for  at  least  six  months  after  treatment  as  it  is  never  certain 
that  premises  are  completely  cleared  and  stray  survivors  can 
re-commence  the  whole  cycle  of  infestation.  In  connection  with 
treatment,  moreover,  it  is  found  desirable  in  severe  cases  to  inspect 
the  adjoining  houses  as  the  effect  of  fumigation,  etc.,  is  very  prone 
to  cause  the  bugs  to  migrate. 


Rodent  Control 

The  Health  Department  undertake  the  operation  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  so  far  as  surface 
infestations  are  concerned,  that  is,  they  deal  with  infestations  in 
dwelling  houses,  business  premises,  agricultural  land  and  refuse 
tips,  the  Highways  Department  being  responsible  for  the  treatment 
of  sewers.  During  1954,  it  was  necessary  to  investigate  78 
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complaints  of  rat  and  mouse  infestation.  In  some  cases  extensive^ 
work  had  to  be  carried  out  before  satisfactory  clearance  was 
obtained.  The  work  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  in  dwelling 
houses  but  a charge  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  business  premises 
or  agricultural  land,  a large  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  work 
being  recovered  by  Government  grant  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  As  the  majority  of  the  work  is  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  with  a part-time  workman  operat- 
ing under  their  supervision,  the  cost  of  this  very  necessary/  service 
is  not  excessive,  it  having  always  been  the  opinion  of  the  depart- 
ment that  there  has  never  been  sufficient  work  to  justify  the 
employment  of  a full  time  rodent  operator.  Serious  infestation  is 
not  prevalent  as  might  be  expected  having  regard  to  the  amount  of 
systematic  control  work  carried  out  in  recent  years,  but  in  view 
of  the  very  high  efficiency  of  modern  poisons  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  every  section  of  the  community  made  a concerted  effort  the 
rat  population  could  be  virtually  exterminated,  unfortunately  one 
finds  a toleration  of  rats  amongst  the  occupiers  of  land,  etc., 
providing  a reservoir  for  a further  infestation.  Furthermore  the 
experience  of  the  department  is  that  dpspite  the  amount  of  work 
done  to  sewers  there  is  obviously  still  a very  large  population 
underground  and  any  faults  in  drains,  etc.,  give  them  ready  access 
to  the  surface.  In  post  war  years  this  has  been  a particular  source 
of  trouble  in  Council  houses  of  recent  construction. 

The  Council’s  own  property,  refuse  tips,  etc.,  are  systematically 
surveyed  at  regular  intervals  and  where  necessary  treated,  the  cost 
of  this  work  being  met  by  the  local  authority.  During  the  year 
the  treatment  work  was  almost  entirely  based  on  the  use  of 
Warfarin.  This  poison,  which  is  comparatively  safe  to  use  and  has 
proved  highly  effective,  particularly  where  mice  are  concerned,  they 
readily  take  Warfarin  preparations  where  they  are  very  shy  with 
other  poisons,  even  making  it  necessary  to  resort  to  trapping. 
Where  Zinc  Phosphide.  Red  Squills  and  Arsenic  were  used  in  the 
past  it  was  often  found  that  the  vermin  quickly  developed  a 
prejudice  against  the  poison  in  use  making  it  necessary  to  change 
the  bait,  this  has  never  been  found  to  occur  with  Warfarin  and 
although  other  poisons  are  available  they  arq  now  rarely  used.  On 
the  refuse  tips  and  open  sites  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  gassing 
with  “ Cymag  ” gas  when  the  site  and  weather  conditions  made 
this  possible.  The  Council  is  covered  by  insurance  against  any 
claim  for  accident  in  respect  of  rodent  control  work  but  despite 
the  dangerous  nature  of  some  of  the  poisons  used  from  time  to 
time,  although  this  policy  has  been  in  existence  for  some  time  it 
has  never  been  necessary  to  make  any  claim. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

Considerable  time  was  again  devoted  to  this  during  the  year, 
the  principal  factor  governing  atmospheric  conditions  in  the  area 
being  the  colliery  spoil  heaps.  There  are  three  active  heaps  in 
the  urban  district  situated  at  Elemore  Colliery,  Eppleton  Colliery, 
and  Nicholson’s  Pit,  East  Rainton.  All  of  these  have  in  the  past 
given  rise  to  a serious  nuisance  but  in  recent  years  as  a result  of 
vigorous  representations  made  by  the  Council,  conditions  have 
greatly  improved. 
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The  old  heap  at  Eppieton  Colliery  which  gave  rise  to  a serious 
nuisance  at  times  and  was  fast  encroaching  on  adjoining  dwelling 
houses  is  now  disused  and  the  new  heap  has  been  estabiisned  unaer 
very  satisfactory  conditions,  the  waste  being  spread  in  shallow 
layers,  bulldozed  and  covered  with  soil.  This  almost  entirely 
eliminates  the  risk  of  fire  and  whilst,  no  doubt,  the  method  is 
expensive,  the  waste  being  conveyed  from  the  pit-head  by  over- 
head gear,  the  result  is  highly  satisfactory,  and,  there  is  little  risk 
of  this  tip  giving  rise  to  nuisance. 

The  heap  at  Elemore  Colliery  has  also  greatly  improved  in 
recent  years,  an  adequate  supply  of  water  is  now  available  and 
more  or  less  constant  spraying  is  in  operation.  There  is  also  a 
dry  cleaner  at  the  Colliery  and  this  gives  rise  to  serious  complaints 
regarding  dust  nuisance,  everything  has  been  done  to  mitigate 
this  but  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  operate  this  type  of  cleaner 
without  some  nuisance  from  dust.  The  chimney  from  the  furnace 
here  also  causes  considerable  nuisance  from  grit  depositation  in 
the  immediate  vicinity,  this  no  doubt,  being  largely  due  to  tne 
burning  of  slurry  and  inefficient  stoking.  Discussions  have  taken 
place  between  the  Council  and  the  National  Coal  Board  regarding 
this  nuisance  from  time  to  time  and  it  appeared  until  recently  that 
the  position  was  a stalemate  as  this  Colliery  had  a restricted  future, 
and  the  large  outlay  necessary  to  modernise  the  plant  would  not 
be  justified.  Recent  reports,  however,  give  rise  to  hope  that  the 
electrification  of  this  Colliery  will  take  place,  in  which  case  the 
whole  problem  should  be  overcome. 


The  heap  at  Nicholson’s  pit,  East  Rainton,  is  used  entirely 
for  the  tipping  of  colliery  refuse  brought  from  outside  the  district, 
this  colliery  having  been  derelict  for  many  years.  The  nature  of 
the  refuse  tipped  makes  it  very  susceptible  to  combustion  and 
complaints  have  been  received  from  time  to  time  from  adjoining 
districts  regarding  fumes.  The  heap  is  kept  under  constant 
observation  however,  and  as  a result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Councfi 
adequate  spraying  apparatus  has  been  installed  and  there  is  a good 
supply  of  water  available.  Fume  nuisance  at  times,  however,  is 
unavoidable,  as  the  use  of  water  to  control  burning  refuse  of  this 
nature  will  invariably  give  rise  to  fumes. 

The  department  is  again  much  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  Bride, 
Alkali  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  who  during  the  oeriod  under  review  made  regular 
inspections  of  the  heaos  in  company  with  the  Chief  Sanitarv 
Inspector,  the  help  and  useful  technical  advice  which  he  gave  has 
proved  of  great  assistance  to  the  Council  in  dealing  with  local 
problems  of  this  nature. 


Following  the  custom  of  previous  years,  observations  of 
atmospheric  conditions  were  carried  out  by  the  department,  the 
apparatus  being  installed  on  a site  at  the  rear  of  the  Council 
offices,  and  although  this  was  situated  in  the  midst  of  a more  or 
less  residential  and  shopping  area  and  as  remote  from  industries 
as  any  part  of  the  district  can  be,  the  results  indicated  that  the 


atmospheric  conditions  in  the  area  are  far  from  ideal,  being  on  a 
par  with  results  obtained  when  the  apparatus  was  originally 
installed  on  a site  selected  on  high  ground  in  a north  eastern 
corner  of  the  urban  area  which,  owing  to  prevailing  winds,  was 
definitely  subject  to  atmospheric  pollution.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  however,  it  was  decided  on  the  grounds  of  economy  to 
discontinue  observations  and  the  results  obtained  up  to  this  point 
are  given  below,  the  rainfall  is  also  shown  and  whilst  it  is  not 
possible  to  make  an  adequate  comparison  without  considerable 
data,  it  had  been  found  from  comparisons  made  from  the  monthly 
bulletin  issued  by  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research  that  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  area  compared 
unfavourably,  in  many  cases,  with  results  obtained  in  some  large 
industrial  towns. 


Month 

Rainfall 

Inches 

Insoluble 

Deposits 

Soluble 

Deposits 

Total 

Solids 

S03  m.g/day/ 
100  cm  Batch  A 
Lead  Peroxide 

January 

2.61 

7.80 

15.54 

23.34 

3.21 

February 

2.09 

6.18 

7.84 

14.02 

1.93 

M a rch 

1.56 

10.17 

8.31 

18.48 

1.44 

April 

0.16 

7.84 

3.24 

11.08 

1.03 

May 

3.02 

13.48 

9.02 

22.50 

1.02 

June 

1.67 

8,96 

5.84 

14.80 

0.59 

July 

1.62 

11.86 

5.03 

16.89 

0.52 

TOTAL  ... 

12.73 

66.29 

54.82 

121.11 

9.74 

AVERAGE 

1.81 

9.47 

7.83 

17.30 

1.32 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

There  are  only  two  premises  of  this  nature  registered  in  the 
district  and  these  are  regularly  inspected,  no  nuisance  being 
detected,  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  require  tidying  up  and 
cleaning  from  time  fo  time.  Itinerant  rag  and  bone  dealers,  almost 
invariably  coming  from  outside  the  district,  are  also  kept  under 
observation  particularly  with  a view  to  detecting  offences  regarding 
the  exchanging  of  forbidden  articles  for  rags,  etc.,  and  in  this 
connection  one  rag  and  bone  dealer  who  resided  outside  the  area 
but  who  was  detected  in  the  Easington  Lane  Ward  in  the  bartering 
of  balloons  for  rags,  his  customer  being  a child  of  three  years  of 
age,  was  prosecuted  and  fined  the  sum  of  £4,  and  ordered  to  pay 
£3  3s.  costs. 
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Care  of  the  Aged 

For  some  years  now  considerable  time  and  attention  has  been 
devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  aged  people  in  the  ajea,  the  Hetton 
Urban  District  Old  People’s  Weir  are  Committee,  which  was 
established  under  the  auspices  of  the  Council,  who  have  five 
representatives  on  the  Central  Committee,  supervise  the  welfare 
of  aged  people  in  the  area.  Five  Ward  Committees,  all  of  whom 
have  representatives  on  the  Central  Committee,  carry  out  the  work 
in  their  respective  Wards.  The  Committee  is  financially  entirely 
self  supporting,  and  dependent  upon  funds  raised  by  collections, 
donations  and  organisation  of  Whist  Drives,  and  Dances,  etc.,  and 
quite  a considerable  amount  of  money  is  raised  in  this  way,  and 
put  to  gocd  use  by  the  voluntary  workers,  who  do  excellent  work 
in  visiting,  overlooking  the  well-being,  and  providing  entertainment 
for  the  old  people. 

The  old  people  have  formed  their  own  clubs  which  are  self- 
supporting  and  operated  by  the  members  themselves,  and 
attendance  at  the  entertainments  which  they  organise  are  steadily 
increasing  and  has  in  fact,  grown  beyond  the  capacity  of  available 
halls,  thus  making  it  necessary  from  time  to  time  for  waiting  lists 
for  prospective  club  members,  the  applicants  being  absorbed  as 
soon  as  possible.  Whilst,  however,  a good  proportion  of  the 
Committee’s  work  is  devoted  to  the  organisation  of  recreation  and 
entertainment  yet  iheir  main  function  is  the  welfare  of  the  aged, 
and  the  many  old  people,  who  by  reason  of  infirmity  or  inclination 
do  not  enjoy  the  activities  of  the  clubs  are  regularly  visited  and 
helped  in  any  way  found  necessary,  and  when  the  regular  seasonal 
outings  or  celebrations  take  place  those  unable  to  attend,  and  as 
a result  miss  the  gifts  or  entertainment,  are  visited  and  presented 
with  gifts  of  food,  etc. 


The  Committee  have  also  devoted  considerable  time  and 
thought  in  providing  useful  entertainment  by  the  promotion  of  an 
interest  in  handicrafts  amongst  old  people  and  the  response  to 
this  was  so  great  that  it  was  found  possible  to  organise  quite  a 
large  exhibition  of  work  done  by  members,  altogether  there  were 
13  classes  of  exhibit,  all  of  which  were  well  supported  by  entries, 
and  the  quality  of  some  of  the  work  was  really  amazing.  No 
charge  was  made  for  entry  of  display  items  and  all  old  people  and 
children  were  admitted  free,  nevertheless,  by  the  sale  of  catalogues 
and  the  supply  of  refreshments,  which  were  provided  by  volunteers 
it  was  possible  to  put  the  exhibition  on  without  financial  loss, 
although  quite  a considerable  loss  had  been  anticipated. 


Although  the  Council,  at  the  inception  of  the  scheme,  kindly 
made  a contribution  towards  the  Central  funds  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  make  further  demands  upon  their  generosity  as  over- 
head expenses  are  small  and  the  fund  always  has  a good  working 
balance  in  hand.  The  Council  were  also  good  enough  to  donate  a 
trophy  which  was  circulated  amongst  the  clubs  in  connection  with 
the  indoor  games  tournaments  which  are  organised  but  it  has 
unfortunately  been  found  impossible  to  create  a general  interest 


in  indoor  games  and  therefore  after  two  seasons  the  cup  was 
diverted  to  use  as  a Handicrafts  Trophy.  There  is  a considerable 
interest  in  indoor  games  but  the  Committee  found  that  the  greatest 
handicap  with  regard  to  this  is  the  lack  of  premises  to  provide 
permanent  and  satisfactory  quarters  for  each  club.  In  this  respect 
some  Wards  are  fortunate  in  as  much  as  they  have  halls  available 
which  can  be  obtained  when  needed,  free  or  for  nominal  charges, 
but  others  have  difficulty  in  finding  accommodation,  particularly 
having  regard  to  growing  membership,  and  if  this  could  be  over- 
come by  the  provision  of  permanent  buildings  it  would  be  a great 
help.  There  is  no  doubt  that  funds  and  helpers  would  be  available 
to  cover  the  maintenance  of  buildings  but  capital  expenditure, 
especially  as  this  would  involve  the  provision  of  more  than  one 
building  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  scattered  district,  is  far  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  Committee. 


The  Committee  has  also  had  in  being  for  some  years  a scheme 
for  dealing  with  the  foot  treatment  of  old  people  for  a very 
nominal  charge,  in  fact  any  old  person  requiring  such  treatment 
and  unable  to  afford  the  very  small  fee  charged,  could  be  treated 
at  the  expense  of  the  Committee,  who  were  fortunate  in  being  able 
to  enlist  the  services  of  two  local  chiropodists  who  agreed  to 
carry  out  the  foot  treatment  of  old  people,  and  in  fact,  are  willing 
if  the  patient  is  unable  to  visit  their  surgeries  to  visit  the  home  to 
carry  out  treatment  there. 
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